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NEWBERRY COUNTY COUNCIL

MINUTES

MARCH 10, 2004

The Newberry County Council met on Wednesday, March 10, 2004, at 7:30 p.m. for a regular meeting.      


Present were:



John David Dawkins, Chairman



Henry B. Summer, Vice-Chairman 



William D. Waldrop, Councilman 



Andy Morris, Councilman


John E. Caldwell, Councilman


Mike Hawkins, Councilman



Leonard B. Sossamon, Jr., County Administrator



Gary T. Pope, County Attorney


Susan C. Fellers, Clerk to Council

Absent:



Darrell W. Gilliam, Sr., Councilman


Representing the news media were:

Newberry Observer – 
Cindy Pitts (covering Special Olympics meeting, but arrived at 9:00 p.m.)



WKDK – 

Heather Hawkins



Whitmire News – 
Tarla Wilber


As required by law, notice of the meeting was duly advertised.

OPENING OF MEETING


Mr. Dawkins called the meeting to order and determined a quorum to be present.  


Mr. Waldrop had the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADOPTION OF CONSENT AGENDA


Mr. Waldrop moved to adopt the consent agenda; second by Mr. Summer.  Vote was unanimous.

ADDITIONS, DELETIONS AND ADOPTION OF AGENDA


Mr. Dawkins requested that agenda item 5 be deleted and a corrected version of that ordinance be added as agenda item 5.   Tax Map Numbers on the first ordinance were missing a number.  


There being no further additions or deletions, Mr. Morris moved to adopt the agenda as amended; second by Mr. Summer.  Vote was unanimous.

PUBLIC COMMENTS


No public comments.

THIRD READING ORDINANCES

1.
An Ordinance adopting official seals and a motto for Newberry County, and providing penalties for the unauthorized use of same.


Mr. Morris moved that this be third reading; second by Mr. Hawkins.  Vote was unanimous.

FIRST READING ORDINANCES

2.
An Ordinance to amend the Ordinance providing for flood damage prevention, Ordinance #06-33-03, so as to designate the Flood Prevention Administrator as the Local Administrator as defined in the Ordinance and to make certain technical amendments.


Mr. Morris moved that this be first reading; second by Mr. Summer.  Vote was unanimous.

3.
An Ordinance to amend the Official Zoning Map established pursuant to Zoning Ordinance No. 12-24-01 so as to rezone TMS 397-1-27 from Rural (R-2) to General Commercial (GC).


Mr. Waldrop moved that this be first reading; second by Mr. Hawkins.  Vote was unanimous.

4.
An Ordinance to amend the Official Zoning Map established pursuant to Zoning Ordinance No. 12-24-01 so as to rezone eighteen parcels known as Lots 5, 6, 8, 9, 11, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 28, 33, 34, 35, 36 and 37 on Tax Map #397-1 from Rural (R-2) to Single Family Residential (RS-1).


Mr. Waldrop moved that this be first reading; second by Mr. Morris.  Vote was unanimous.

5.
An Ordinance to amend the Official Zoning Map established pursuant to Zoning Ordinance No. 12-24-01 so as to rezone three parcels known as TMS 342-2-5-17-1, 342-2-5-12-1 and 342-2-5-11-1 from Rural (R-2) to General Commercial (GC).


Mr. Morris moved that this be first reading; second by Mr. Hawkins.  Vote was unanimous.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

6.
Economic Development Committee – Mike Hawkins, Chairman.


No report.

7.
Nursing Home Marketing Advisory Committee – William D. Waldrop, Chairman.


No report.

8.
Personnel Committee – John E. Caldwell, Chairman.


No report; however, Mr. Caldwell requested that he be allowed to report on his trip to the NACo Conference in Washington, D.C. and his meetings with Congressman John Spratt and Andrew King, Project Director, for Senator Lindsay Graham, which request was granted by Council.


Mr. Caldwell met with Congressman Spratt and Mr. King on Monday, March 1, 2004, while in Washington, D.C. to lobby for a C&D Landfill with the land to be from the forestry land plus an I-26 Industrial Park site, and forestry land in regard to a National Veterans Cemetery to consist of approximately 250 to 300 acres.  


Congressman Spratt asked what we were doing with the cigarette money.  Mr. Morris stated that money went to the State, and the State divided that up.  None of that came directly to the County.


There is a list you have to get on for the Sumter National Forest and sometimes it takes as long as 13 years.  Congressman Spratt had not signed to get on the list, but Mr. Caldwell asked if he would be willing to get on the list if something should come along.


Mr. Caldwell also discussed the problem with the cellular phones in the Whitmire area.  Mr. Dawkins read into the record a copy of a letter addressed to Tim Carroll, Mayor of Whitmire, from Congressman Spratt.  (copy attached)  


Years ago we asked for money for a jail, and Congressman Spratt and Marshal Brooks obtained money for Newberry County, which we did not use, and the money went to some other place.  Congressman Spratt considered this to be “egg in his face;” however, he was very cooperative and offered to do whatever he could.


Mr. King with Senator Graham’s office needed more information than Mr. Caldwell had, but he would look into the issues.  


Mr. Dawkins thanked Mr. Caldwell for representing County Council and Newberry County in Washington.


Mr. Caldwell suggested that Mr. Dawkins send a letter of thanks to Alan Gardner for his assistance in setting up the meeting with Senator Graham’s office.

9.
Roads Committee – Andy Morris, Chairman.


Mr. Morris reported a pre-bid meeting was held with potential bidders for this year’s road paving.  Bids have gone out and we are waiting to get bid responses back in.


Mr. Waldrop moved to accept agenda items 6 through 9 as information; second by Mr. Morris.  Vote was unanimous.

APPOINTMENTS

10.
Airport Commission.


No appointment for District 4.

11.
Community Hall Commission.


No appointment for District 2.

12.
Planning Commission.


No appointment for District 5.

13.
Board of Rescue Squads.


No appointment from Newberry.

OTHER MATTERS

14.
Adoption of 2004 Goals.


Mr. Morris moved to adopt the 2004 goals; second by Mr. Summer.  Vote was unanimous.

EXECUTIVE SESSION


Mr. Morris moved to go into Executive Session to discuss a contractual and legal matter; second by Mr. Waldrop.  Vote was unanimous.

[EXECUTIVE SESSION 7:45 P.M. – 9:11 P.M]


Mr. Hawkins moved to return to regular session; second by Mr. Summer.  Vote was unanimous.

15.
Contractual and legal matter.


Mr. Dawkins stated Council has been notified that the County’s motion to reconsider was denied by Judge Johnson in the landfill case.  The County has 30 days to appeal the order.  Council has made no decision at this time and the County Attorney will give a status report in Executive Session at the Council meeting of March 24, 2004.  

COMMENTS FROM COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR


No comments from Mr. Sossamon.

COMMENTS FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS


Mr. Summer reminded Council of “On the Move with Margaret” on Monday, March 15, 2004, at 9:30 a.m. at WKDK.  


Mr. Morris stated with regard to the cell service in Whitmire he had a meeting Monday with Verizon Wireless to see if we can’t get their timeline moved up from 2 ½ years to pretty soon to get a cell tower in Whitmire.  


Mr. Caldwell stated even though he went to the House and lobbied, this is an election year and not a whole lot of promises will be made as far as funds.


Mr. Sossamon stated tomorrow at 9:00 a.m. the Site Committee of the Economic Development Summit process will be meeting again in the Conference Room at the Annex.

FUTURE MEETINGS

16.
Regular Council meetings:
March 24, 2004, 7:30 p.m.






April 7, 2004, 7:30 p.m.


Mr. Dawkins stated the Helena landfill case would be heard before the Supreme Court on Tuesday, March 16, 2004, at 9:30 a.m.

VOTE FOR ADJOURNMENT


Mr. Waldrop moved to adjourn; second by Mr. Summer.  Vote was unanimous.

ADJOURNMENT


There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:16 p.m.
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