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Newberry County Council

Special Called Meeting

March 12, 2002 at 6:00 p.m.

The Newberry County Council met on Tuesday, March 12, 2002, at 6:00 P.M. for a special called meeting.  Present were John E. Caldwell, Chairman, Darrell W. Gilliam, Sr., Vice-Chairman, William D. Waldrop, Henry H. Livingston, III, and John D. Dawkins, Councilmen, Gary A. Smoak, County Administrator, Hardwick Stuart, Jr., County Attorney, Columbus M. Stephens, Assistant County Administrator and Susan C. Fellers, Clerk to Council.  Representing the news media was Heather Hawkins, WKDK.  Councilmen Henry B. Summer and Mike Hawkins were absent.

As required by law, notice of the meeting was duly advertised.  

OPENING OF MEETING

Councilman William D. Waldrop gave the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. Caldwell requested that Dewayne Anderson come to the podium to make a few remarks.

Dewayne Anderson is employed by an organization based in Winston-Salem, which specializes in rehabbing historic properties.  They would be rehabilitating the former Newberry Hospital into 35 one-bedroom apartments for low-income elderly persons.  This would be an excellent complement to the county’s existing nursing home, which is for higher income clientele.    

They want to join at the hip this housing with the existing community-based senior services.  A lot of people can’t afford nursing homes, but they need these services.   By putting the housing adjacent to the senior center, it improves the quality of life of people who need these services.

Newberry Housing Authority has agreed to provide Section 8 certificates for the elderly tenants so that the tenants will only pay 1/3 of their actual income for rent and utilities.    

A new adult daycare center will be built in the buildings in the back.  

Mr. Waldrop asked if this property would be put on the tax books.  Mr. Anderson stated this would be taxable property.  Mr. Anderson stated he and Mr. Smoak did a rough calculation based on some of the appraisals, and they figured something around $20,000 in taxes per year would be paid.

Mr. Gilliam thanked Mr. Anderson for being involved in this.  

Mr. Anderson stated they would take the total responsibility for clean up of the environmental, which would relieve that responsibility from the taxpayers.  

Mr. Caldwell stated this was a great idea and one of the things that would play in line with the growth and development of Newberry County.  

ADOPTION OF AGENDA


Mr. Gilliam moved to adopt the agenda; second by Mr. Waldrop.  Vote was unanimous.

ACCEPTANCE OF BIDS

1.
DSS/Health/VA Building


Mr. Smoak advised that the county received bids last Wednesday, March 6.  This is the second time this project was put out to bid.  The first time it did not contain certain language in the Invitation to Bid that was required by the CDBG Grant.  When it was put out the first time, we didn’t know we were going to get the Grant.  We got the Grant between the time we put it out and the time we received the bids and they were telling us we had to rebid the project in order to do it according to their regulations.  


The first time we had 8 bidders; this time we had 13 bidders.  The low bid of the project that came in was PC Construction Company of Greenwood with a low bid of $1,220,970 and the unit price bid on pavement patching was $18 and the unit price on curbing was $8.50.  The architect has indicated that all of the requirements of the specifications have been met and that has further been checked out with the Grant Administrator who advises that this is now in order.  The architect has certified the bids of all of the bidders and they are in the proper manner and order.  


Mr. Smoak recommended that the County accept the low responsible responsive bid of PC Construction Company with a base bid of $1,220,970, which is less than the expected bid that was provided by the architect in the beginning.  


Mr. Gilliam moved to accept the low bid from PC Construction Company; second by Mr. Dawkins.  


Mr. Smoak stated the motion should also include that if you accept the bid, you would also approve a contract for that amount.


Mr. Gilliam added that to his motion, as did Mr. Dawkins to his second.


Mr. Livingston asked if this was greater than or less than the previous bid.  Mr. Smoak stated this bid was probably no more than $45,000 more than the previous bid, but the specifications had changed between bid one and bid two so that the specs included at least $100,000 of new work.  


Vote was unanimous.

FUTURE MEETINGS

2.
Regular Council Meeting – April 3, 2002 at 7:30 p.m.

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 6:20 p.m.
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