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NEWBERRY COUNTY COUNCIL

MINUTES

APRIL 28, 2004

The Newberry County Council met on Wednesday, April 28, 2004, at 7:00 p.m. for budget hearings.        


Present were:



John David Dawkins, Chairman



Henry B. Summer, Vice-Chairman 



William D. Waldrop, Councilman 



Andy Morris, Councilman


John E. Caldwell, Councilman


Mike Hawkins, Councilman



Leonard B. Sossamon, Jr., County Administrator



Debbie S. Cromer, Finance Director

Susan C. Fellers, Clerk to Council

Absent:



Darrell W. Gilliam, Sr., Councilman



Gary T. Pope, County Attorney


Representing the news media was:

Newberry Observer – 
Cindy Pitts


WKDK – 

No representation


Whitmire News – 
No representation

As required by law, notice of the meeting was duly advertised.

OPENING OF MEETING


Mr. Dawkins called the meeting to order and determined a quorum to be present.  


Mr. Summer had the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS, DELETIONS AND ADOPTION OF AGENDA


Mr. Dawkins requested the addition of an Executive Session to discuss a personnel matter.  

There being no other additions or deletions, Mr. Morris moved to adopt the agenda as amended; second by Mr. Summer.  Vote was unanimous.

BUDGET WORKSHOP
Treasurer:

Mr. Hawkins requested a written report from Judy Floyd as to monies brought in by new position she was given a couple of years ago.
Auditor:

Mr. Hawkins requested clarification on employer’s insurance in Auditor’s budget.  Mr. Sossamon to have that by Monday night.

Assessor:

Mr. Dawkins moved to cut line item #236A (repairs to telephone) from requested increase of $700 back to $200.  

Clerk of Court:


Mr. Morris recommended deferring the additional $10,000 request for juror expense until additional information is received from Jackie Bowers as to what surrounding counties pay.

Magistrate Abraham:

Mr. Morris moved that line item #225 (office expense) remain at $3,200 if we don’t do anything about the facilities and we don’t bring the Magistrates back to Central Court; second by Mr. Dawkins.  Vote was unanimous.  

Animal Control:

Mr. Waldrop moved that line item #236 (telephone) be cut from $3,500 to $2,000; second.  Vote was unanimous.

Board of Rescue Squads:

Mr. Dawkins moved that line item #306 (cleaning supplies) be cut from $8,400 to $1,000; second by Mr. Hawkins.  Vote was unanimous.


Mr. Dawkins moved that line item #404 (rescue supplies) be cut from $35,000 back to $13,875; second by Mr. Waldrop.  Vote was unanimous.

Public Works:


Mr. Morris moved to cut line item #409 (land improvements) from $268,714 to $200,000; second by Mr. Dawkins.  Voting for the motion:  Councilmen Dawkins, Summer, Morris, Caldwell and Hawkins.  Voting against the motion:  Councilman Waldrop.  Motion passed by majority vote.

Ryder Maintenance:

A report for the next meeting will be run to show the non-contracted portion spent year to date.

Community Hall:

Mr. Dawkins moved to delete line item #205 (contracted maintenance – lawn maintenance) in the amount of $2,280; second by Mr. Hawkins.  Voting for the motion:  Councilmen Dawkins, Summer, Waldrop, Morris and Hawkins.  Voting against the motion:  Councilman Caldwell.  Motion passed by majority vote.

Custodial Services:

Mr. Morris moved to add new position; second by Mr. Waldrop.  Vote was unanimous.

Economic Development:


Mr. Morris moved to increase line item #227 (printing) from $500 to $2,500; second by Mr. Hawkins.  Vote was unanimous.

Newberry County Soil and Water Conservation District:


Mr. Morris moved to grant the Soil and Water Conservation District’s request that the position of District Coordinator not be made a county position, thereby reducing personnel expense from $31,811 to $25,300; second by Mr. Hawkins.  Vote was unanimous.

Medically Indigent:

Mr. Morris recommended that we leave funding open until we run numbers to see if we can do anything in this area.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
Personnel Matter:


Mr. Morris moved to go into Executive Session to discuss a personnel matter; second by Mr. Summer.  Voting for the motion:  Councilmen Dawkins, Summer, Waldrop, Morris and Hawkins.  Voting against the motion:  Councilman Caldwell.  Motion passed by majority vote.

[EXECUTIVE SESSION 10:20 P.M. – 10:50 P.M.]


Mr. Waldrop moved to return to regular session; second by Mr. Summer.  Vote was unanimous.


Mr. Dawkins stated there was nothing to report from Executive Session.

FUTURE MEETINGS

Budget Workshops:

May 3 and 4, 2004, 7:00 p.m.

Regular Council Meetings:
May 5, 2004, 7:30 p.m.





May 19, 2004, 7:30 p.m.

VOTE FOR ADJOURNMENT


Mr. Morris moved to adjourn; second by Mr. Waldrop.  Vote was unanimous.

ADJOURNMENT


There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 10:57 p.m.
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____________________________________







Susan C. Fellers, Clerk to Council
