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NEWBERRY COUNTY COUNCIL

MINUTES

JUNE 4, 2003

The Newberry County Council met on Wednesday, June 4, 2003, at 7:30 p.m. for a regular meeting.    


Present were:



John David Dawkins, Chairman



Henry B. Summer, Vice-Chairman 



William D. Waldrop, Councilman 



Jerry M. Alewine, Councilman



John E. Caldwell, Councilman



Mike Hawkins, Councilman



J.E. Klugh, Interim County Administrator



Hardwick Stuart, Jr., County Attorney



Susan C. Fellers, Clerk to Council

Absent:



Darrell W. Gilliam, Sr., Councilman


Representing the news media were:



Newberry Observer – Holly Astwood



WKDK – Heather Hawkins



Whitmire News – no representation


As required by law, notice of the meeting was duly advertised.

OPENING OF MEETING


Mr. Dawkins called the meeting to order and determined a quorum to be present.


Mr. Hawkins had the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS, DELETIONS AND ADOPTION OF AGENDA


Mr. Hawkins moved that the Public Comments section on the agenda be moved after Personal Appearances; second by Mr. Alewine.  Vote was unanimous.


There being no additions or deletions, Mr. Waldrop moved to adopt the agenda as amended; second by Mr. Summer.  Vote was unanimous.

ADOPTION OF CONSENT AGENDA


Mr. Hawkins moved to adopt the Consent Agenda; second by Mr. Summer.  Vote was unanimous.


Mr. Dawkins stated it came to our attention today that a zoning permit was issued on June 2 to Mr. Jeff Spotts to allow a landfill.  This was done in error, and it has been corrected. 

Mr. Dawkins read into the record a letter from the Newberry County Planning and Development Services to Mr. Jeff Spotts:


Mr. Jeff Spotts


1497 Whitener Road


Newberry, SC  29108

RE:
Revocation of Permit 

Dear Mr. Spotts:


You are hereby notified that Permit No. 06020300622 issued to you on June 2, 2003 is revoked on the ground that it was erroneously issued.  Pursuant to the Newberry County Zoning Ordinance landfills are permitted only in R-2 Districts as a special exception which requires approval of the Board of Zoning Appeals after a hearing.  Consequently, I am hereby reinstating the Special Exception Application filed on May 16, 2003.







Sincerely,








Faye Mace


The reason behind it being done in error has been turned over to the County Administrator.  

PERSONAL APPEARANCES


Mr. Dawkins stated that Ms. Epting has asked that she be allowed to relinquish some of her minutes to Mr. Buddy Johnson.  There being no objection from Council, Mr. Dawkins allowed it.

1.
Dawn Epting – Solid Waste Management Plan.


Dawn Epting:  What we are here to discuss tonight as the Concerned Citizens of Mid-Carolina is the Solid Waste Management Plan.  We found out, and it is of public record, that Jeff Spotts has asked the County Council for his letter of consistency.  So what we are here to discuss tonight is the actual Solid Waste Management Plan, which I hope all of you have either read or have a copy of.  There are a few pages that I would like to bring to your attention.  


The first thing I would like to bring up is going to be on page 43, line 5, which states:


“In the future, it is the intention of the county to pursue permits for land clearing, yard debris and a demolition landfill.”


I would like to then go to page 46.  This is Recommendation No. 2, which reads:



“Construct and operate a joint county-municipal inert landfill.”


I would like to stop right there for a second.  The definition of “inert” is on page 28, and it reads:


“Inert materials (not requiring disposal in a Subtitle-D landfill) such as block, brick, and cement. . .”

just to give everyone an idea of what “inert” means.  Basically “inert” means a construction and demolition landfill.


Next, in that same paragraph under Recommendation No. 2, it says:


“Consider the Dennis Dary (sic) Road area or some other centrally located site in order to ensure reasonable transportation cost to the site.”


Highway 202 is nowhere near Dennis Dairy Road, and Highway 202 is in no way centrally located.  

This is a wonderful plan.  It was last done in 1994.  It hasn’t had any revisions or amendments to it since 1994.  I believe there is a need and some interest to maybe beef it up a little bit, but this is Newberry County’s Solid Waste Management Plan.  This is the plan that Newberry County gave to DHEC and DHEC approved.  So in saying that we would like to ask that you decide, according to this plan, not to issue Jeff Spotts, the owner of Eagle Container Company, a letter saying he is not consistent with this plan according to the items that I brought to your attention.  

Buddy Johnson:  I want to thank you for your leadership in not only adopting a Solid Waste Management Plan but the courage you exhibited under the leadership of Chairman Caldwell in adopting the Zoning Ordinances.  Without that governmental infrastructure, we wouldn’t have the opportunity as citizens to come and address this situation and this potential landfill situation at Highway 202 and US 176.  

In my real job I am a real estate manager of negotiation for a Fortune 500 company, and my territory is North Carolina and South Carolina.  I’ve been licensed as a real estate broker in the state for over 22 years.  With that background I’ve also -  as you know from time to time, I’m the Mayor of Little Mountain, and Little Mountain started some 20 years ago to adopt a zoning ordinance back in 1980.  We did adopt the land use plan.  Now you in 1977 adopted the Comprehensive Plan for Newberry County.  Let me read to you from the goals and format of this thing.  It insures citizens that various land developments will occur in an orderly fashion by means of non-intrusive land development ordinances, insure that land uses are properly located in relation to one another, and that governmental units such as school districts, utility authorities and general purpose local governments coordinate to solve problems.  Now this is the legal foundation of the Newberry County Comprehensive Plan, and I would also like to read from that same plan on page 24, paragraph 2 under Needs and Goals.  It deals strictly with the Little Mountain community, and it references I-26 will be the catalyst for the growth in two ways – providing easy access to job opportunities allowing Little Mountain to be a bedroom community and by providing attractive land for future development near the SC 202 interchange.  

Now this proposed landfill in my judgment as a real estate professional and having been involved in the governmental infrastructure and adoption for so many years in the county, it is totally inconsistent this proposed landfill is with this Comprehensive Plan that you have adopted and with the goals of Little Mountain, the town and the Town of Pomaria and the Mid-Carolina area.  

There is going to be substantial negative impact upon the property values because – and I will cite it in just a minute, but there is going to be a virtual lack of peace and quiet enjoyment by the property owners adjacent and nearby 202 and 176 to this proposed landfill.  

Also, as a corporate real estate manager, I’m thoroughly aware of environmental hazards dealing with demolition and other things dealing with land in terms of contamination.  The potential for toxic substances going into this landfill I think is very substantial because as you know, the Pinewood Toxic Land Dump, which had and has a liner, has been closed because of leaking.  Now that is a serious situation, and I’m not exactly knowledgeable at this point where they are taking the toxic thing.  It may be to Alabama or to some other places.  

What I would like to address is the permit that Mr. Spotts is asking for is for an annual allowance of 401,000 tons of waste to go into this area.  Now if you take Monday through Friday for 52 weeks, not giving any allowance for Christmas, Independence Day or any other holidays, given he has the capacity if you are looking at 10 tons per vehicle, you are looking at a daily average of more than 154 trucks on SC 202.  Now as you may or may not know, the interchange on I-26 at 202, we have the shortest on ramp and off ramp on I-26 between Asheville and Charleston, and given the hill on the Newberry side of the bridge, it creates a real problem for the people coming and going.  Now you can imagine 154 trucks potential.  Now a lot of trucks they may only carry 8 tons so that number may go up.

The negative impact on our community and Mid-Carolina is significant.  You know that we are putting pipes in the ground at various places, and that growth down there is going to come.  In fact, if you look at the 2000 census when you consider the Prosperity census track and the Pomaria census track, includes the Towns of Prosperity, Pomaria, Little Mountain and Peak, and it is between the rivers, almost 58% of all the growth in the county came from that little crescent between the rivers.  That population amount down there is more than the City of Newberry.  The other 42% was Hispanic growth outside of the corporate limits of Newberry.  I think that gives you some perspective on the growth that we are going to have down there.  

If this property is allowed to develop as a landfill, there are going to be some other comments from some of the things here, but it is just totally inconsistent with adjoining property owners right there.  The hydrogeology of that site is such that it is not going to have a liner, and when the other people talk about the potential of certain types of chemicals in it, this is a project that is not only going to give once, but it is going to continue to give for decades, and it is going to give negative impacts to the health, the enjoyment of that property by adjoining property owners and all.  On behalf of the citizens of that area and the town government of Little Mountain, we are going to encourage you to give a letter of inconsistency to this Solid Waste Management Plan on the application of Mr. Jeff Spotts for this permit.

Thank you for the opportunity to come before you.  Thank you for all that you are doing for the county because we have come a long way, and it is because of your leadership, and we are indebted to you.


Mr. Dawkins stated it has been a true pleasure working with you and this group and trying to resolve the problem that could adversely affect each and every one of us.  None of us likes the term “landfill”.  The word frightens, intimidates and forces us to change the way we wish to live.  Mr. Dawkins felt personally there is a need for land clearing and demolition debris landfills in Newberry County to handle and be responsible for our waste that is produced here in Newberry County, but Newberry County has a greater responsibility to assure our citizens that the Newberry County Waste Management Plan clearly spells out where these landfills will be accepted and most importantly where they will not be accepted.   This is to make sure that landfills are located in safe environmental locations away from neighborhoods, schools, churches, incorporated areas, rivers, lakes, streams and even our historical sites and areas of our county.  By doing so landfill requests presently and in the future will not threaten nor jeopardize the quality of life that we are used to living in Newberry County.  This will also insure the continual growth in Newberry County under a controlled condition.  


Mr. Dawkins moved that the County Council study the existing Waste Management Plan according to the guidelines set forth by state statute and make whatever amendments Council feels appropriate; second by Mr. Alewine.  Vote was unanimous.

PUBLIC COMMENTS


Melvin L. Bowers:  I’m a retired educator.  I would simply like to point out to the Council that can we really count on the businesses that are going to use this CD landfill to abide by all the rules?  If they are going to separate the waste and send the hazardous part some place else at a higher cost, can we believe them?  Secondly, you have to really realize that the lower section of Newberry County is becoming part of Columbia.  In addition to that, I believe you will find that same section of Newberry County has a higher percentage of the tax assessed value of the county.  If we allow it, then we are perhaps shooting ourselves in the foot.  As the tax value drops, it will have to be made up somewhere else.  Possibly some will be possible contaminants, chlorine.  It has been banned, but it is still in the ground.  It is still in the timbers.  Dioxide, arsenic, lead based paint, mercury tainted paint, asbestos, fiberglass, formaldehyde – all of that is going to come in with the demolition debris.  So let’s hope that  - we realize that everybody adheres to “NIMBY”, not in my back yard.  There is a need for landfill.  We are just questioning 202 as that location.  Thank you.


Carey Prater:  I’m not neither for nor against this landfill thing, but I went and got me an education on it because I do have a little invested interest in one in another location.  I’ve never spoke to Ms. Epting although I have read her notes and read her emails and read her comments and things.  I did not attend their meeting, but I did attend the other meetings.  I see a few people here that attended the other meetings in the Little Mountain area.  In my education, I’m going to tell you what I did.  I went around because I wanted to find out a few things particularly about this landfill basically because of the location everybody is concerned about and the real estate developer here who made some comments about the lands values and the property values.  I went over to DHEC and I sit down with Mr. Rudy Curtis, who is the compliance operator for DHEC, and he told me he had spoke with Ms. Epting.  And I talked with Mr. Brasington, who is Mr. Curtis’ boss, and I asked him about the property values of this thing because I wanted to know exactly – you know, if the property value is going down, I want to know how much it is.  If it is going down just a little bit, that may be okay, but I think you are going to find out something that is going to be hard to take.  

The property value doesn’t go down near a landfill.  It goes up.  If you don’t believe that, truck right over here and look at about 4 or 5 of them in Lexington County.  Highway 378 in Lexington County, 10 years ago that property sold for $10,000 an acre.  Right beside the landfill, right where the developers are developing beside Corley Lumber Company.  Any of you ever been over there?  The property is bringing $100,000 an acre.  A considerable increase in value.  They drive up to the landfill.  You can buy furniture at Home Furniture Store and dump your trash at the same time, and if you can afford to buy the land – I can’t afford to buy that.  That is why I am looking at one somewhere else.  But $100,000 an acre is a pretty substantial increase.  So I asked Mr. Curtis and them would you please give me some instances where the value went down.  Just show me one in the last 10 years where somebody bought land next to a C&D Landfill – this is not sanitary.  We are not talking household garbage, we are talking C&D trash.  I asked him give me like 4 or 5 places I can go look at and see how bad it affected where the property went down.  DHEC, the regulatory board, cannot cite me one instance in South Carolina where it went down.  Do you have any?  Not one single instance.  I couldn’t find one.  The property next to the landfill that is adjacent to the highway, they are not required to have a buffer like your regulation in your ordinance says you have to have, and the property that I was looking at is not required to have that kind of buffer either.  

The things that concern, and I spoke to Mr. Spotts on the phone.  I called him, and he said he spoke with Ms. Epting, also, and Mr. Spotts is not here tonight I don’t believe.  I wouldn’t know him if I saw him, but he is not here.  The things that they want to bring in there, and the one that I am looking at, the things that DHEC says you can have when they talk about this contamination, you can have structural steel.  That doesn’t really contaminate the property.  You can have brick and blocks, plaster, shingles, cured asphalt, which is the same thing you have in front of your house where you drive up and down every day.  You can put that in a landfill or you can drive up and down on it.  Floor covering, pipes, glass, lumber, floor and wall ceiling tiles, wall coverings.  With special permits you can have tires and basically that’s it.  

Like I said in the beginning, I am not against this thing out here.  I was against it over where they asked for it in Little Mountain because it was totally unacceptable for me or anyone else having property over in that area.  

But this thing takes a lot of time and a lot of research, and the time that you spent on it, I know – I’ve been to the other meetings in Fairfield, Lexington, Richland, Charleston, Summerville.  I have been to all of these other meetings to see what everybody had to say.    Everybody’s comments are exactly alike.  I’ve got a pretty substantial file on it.

But I think the county needs a landfill, Mr. Chairman, just like you said.  I don’t know if it needs to be out in the middle of nowhere.  If you took a vote tonight or asked all the residents in the county, said okay let’s all get together and vote and tell us where you want to put the landfill, you wouldn’t come up with an answer because everybody would want it where your mother-in-law is on down the road somewhere else.  

I appreciate your time.  I know Mr. Spotts’ company because I sell big equipment for a living.  I’ve not sold Mr. Spotts any equipment.  I have sold his Dad, as all of you know, some time back sold him a few things, but in their 60 years of business I’ve not known them to pollute, destroy or tear up anything.  So I would have to go on record saying that I kind of support his idea, support his desire to help the county grow.  He is a large employer in the county, and he is concerned about this I think as much as anybody from the comments he gave me and I think Ms. Epting, also.  You spoke with him.  I don’t think he is out here to harm anybody, and I just, you know, I guess I would have to go with on this issue and say that although I have property somewhere else, not out on 202, if it is going to increase my property, I would welcome one somewhere else, you know, if it is going to help the value of the property which I think that it would.  I appreciate your time.

Mr. Caldwell:  My concern is you make reference to all the safety things that are going to go in there.  How about the unsafe things?

Mr. Prater:  I don’t think – the comment he made I thought while ago was very good.  I don’t think that the unsafe things, you know, you got to plan and prepare.  We didn’t plan on somebody hitting America on 9/11.  In a football game they got a referee because, you know, everybody doesn’t play by the rules.  They do a little clipping; they do a little knocking them over, and everybody doesn’t play by the rules.  I think it is going to have to be closely controlled wherever it goes.  You know, DHEC, according to Mr. Curtis, he is in charge of – he has a police force.  He is like SLED over there with the trash.  They send people out every day because they been out there at the one I’m looking at.  They have been out there every day, you know, gathering up a little something to see if there is something in there they can find.  The fine is $10,000 a day.  If they bring in contaminants, and it hits over here on 202, you know, these landfills are open to the public.  I mean Mr. Spotts can’t go over here and put a prison fence around this thing and say you can’t come in and look.  You can ride out there any day you want to.  You can ride in at any other landfills any day you want to.  You can ride in and take a look, but DHEC has the sole responsibility of riding in and taking a look to see if there is something in there that doesn’t belong.  If it doesn’t belong, they immediately close you down and the $10,000 a day fine starts right then.  That is pretty steep.

Mr. Caldwell:
Have you ever heard of Barnwell?

Mr. Prater:
Yes, sir.

Mr. Caldwell:
What is it known for?

Mr. Prater:
Hazardous waste.  

Mr. Caldwell:
And my point is I don’t want Newberry County to become the dumping ground like Barnwell.  

Mr. Prater:
I agree with that, but at the same time Newberry County Council has the responsibility of not permitting something that is going to accept that kind of waste, and the other thing DHEC has the responsibility of not giving you a permit to do it.  They’ve got Barnwell set up, and like you said that’s what it is set up for, but to put trash in the ground – and when I asked Mr. Spotts about his thoughts on this trash, his idea is to do like the people on 378 over there.  They are burying less than 5% of what they bring in there.  Less than 5%.  They are grinding it; they are mulching it; they are giving some mulch away; they are selling mulching.  They are recycling.  They are using it back in the roads.  They are using it for public use.  You know, they crush rocks occasionally.  That’s another thing, too, about the noise.  I went over there and spent the whole day.  I sit there and watched them work, and they only operated for an hour or two in the afternoon to do their mulching and their crushing.  They didn’t operate at all on Saturday or Sunday.  And the noise – all of you can go over there.  You can pull up in the yard at Home Furniture and sit there and watch them.  I did.  Go over there and watch them.  They don’t make much noise.  They don’t have any smell.  They don’t have any odor so I think that unlike down at Barnwell I’m not going down there and drink their water, but this stuff here will not contaminate water.  You can pour water over this stuff and let it filter out through sand.

Mr. Caldwell:
Providing only if you know what is in it because there are several streams closely in that vicinity where this is proposed.

Mr. Prater:
I went and looked at the spot, too.  I saw one stream on the back.  The rest of it was high and dry, but I don’t think any of that is going to contaminate water.  I saw in your regulations, because I went and got me a copy of that too, it says it should be located near a clay source.  That is spelled out in your regulations that she just quoted on page 41.  I went out and looked out to see if it was clay, sand or dirt or rock, and that is solid clay out there.  In fact, there is no sand on that place.  

Like I said I went and did a little research on it, and it’s got a lot of pros and cons.

Eakin Glymph:  I am a native Newberrian of Newberry County, but I currently live in Murrells Inlet, South Carolina.  I was asked to write some comments on this landfill.  I didn’t think I would be able to make the meeting but fortunately I am here now.  I’m not a public speaker so I have written a few comments I would like to read to you which I had included in a letter.  

I was shocked to learn from The Newberry Observer and other sources that the C&D Landfill is being proposed in the Pomaria area on property near 176 and Route 202.  I had presumed falsely that the zoning for Newberry County thoroughly studied several years ago resulting in our current zoning requirements would have prevented such a project in a prime residential community.  As we are all aware, the Pomaria-Little Mountain area in the lower section of the county is in easy commuting distance to Columbia, which gradually grows toward our area.  This makes property here increasingly more desirable for residential use.  It is unthinkable that such a development should be allowed to besmirch this fine Dutch Fork community.  I am strongly opposed to the proposed landfill. 

I was born and raised in Pomaria and although I now live in Murrells Inlet, I still consider Pomaria my home.  I have paid taxes in Newberry County since 1968 at which time I inherited property from my father.  One parcel, the Bedenbaugh place, is situated where Route 202 joins 176.  Another property is the old home place through which the historic Crim Creek flows is located just off Koon Trestle Road.  The two story log house on this property was built about 1823 and was the ancestral home of my father and grandmother.  The typical Dutch Fork log house is one of the few remaining in Newberry County.  

My most important complaint is the negative publicity that a huge dump serving customers from far and near would bring to the Town of Pomaria and, in fact, to the whole county.  

Another great concern is toxic waste bound to enter such a dump even with the best supervision.  These include arsenic, trinitrotoluene, chlordane, formaldehyde resins, lead and asbestos, among others.  These are often found in paints, adhesives, preservatives, pesticides, insulation debris from demolished building, particularly old buildings.  Some of these can also be found in newer building scrap material.  In big truckloads of demolition material, some of these toxic agents would be extremely difficult to detect.  Crim’s Creek flows through this property, and these toxic substances are highly likely to contaminate the creek as well as the ground water.  I hope and pray that you our County representatives will spare us from this much unwanted invasion of our residential community.  Thank you.

Jimmy Wilson:  I live in the center of Pomaria.  I’m a  Town Council member, businessman.  I have two businesses.  On a day by day business day I talk to a lot of people.  Most of these people are very upset with the idea of a landfill coming to our community.  A lot of them are very concerned.  You know, what are we going to do because they don’t want it coming to our town.  There are several concerns – how many different kinds of debris, how will it be monitored, how much toxic will slip in unnoticed, who will be checking for Mr. Spotts, how long will this material lay in the ground before it is deposed, will it go into our water source?  Most of the people in our area have wells.  We got creeks going through the property.  We believe that most of this stuff will lay there for many, many years, probably hundreds.  You can’t do anything with the land.  Once it is full, you just cover it up and forget about it.  

Another problem will be the trucking.  154 or 160 or 100 trucks a day is a lot of trucks.  Most of the people in our community are retired or elderly.  Most of them drive very slow.  Most of them pull out in the road very careless in front of trucks.  We see it every day.  We just pass it off as “Oh, that’s Mr. Brown, you know.  No trouble.”  This poses another danger.  

How much debris will be scattered from these trucks up and down our road?  Their tarps aren’t airtight.  Everybody has seen debris flying off the side of the trucks.  You know, that’s another concern.  We need the county’s help to stop this project.  We want this area to remain clean and green for our kids.  This is the way our grandparents and parents left it for us.  

Pomaria wants to be a residential community, not an industrial landfill.  One real question I have tonight is we don’t feel like this landfill is appropriate for us.  It wasn’t appropriate for Little Mountain.  We want to remain a landfill free community and that’s just the way we see it.  I appreciate your time.

Lunelle Harmon:  For the next four weeks I will still be the principal of Pomaria-Garmany School.  I am looking forward to a retirement time, however.  I am a lifetime resident and taxpayer in Newberry County.  I am here tonight as a voice for the children of Pomaria-Garmany Elementary School.  Our school is located 1.4 miles from the railroad tracks in Pomaria.  I’ve been told that this landfill will come from Highway 202 up as far as the railroad tracks.  As the bird flies, I am sure it will be much closer to our playground area, and I fear for that.  If you’ve looked on the Internet lately, you will find numerous examples telling why this landfill should not be located near a school. Districts once considered schools constructed on or near former landfills a great bargain.  The land could be obtained at a much cheaper price.  Some industrial companies would sell entire tracts of land to school districts for only $1.00.  Some students still attend schools that were obtained under just these circumstances; however, the real price was yet to be paid by some of those students in some of those districts.  

There are examples on the Internet from Ohio, Maryland, New York, Texas and many others.  One that I picked up on was from River Valley High School in Marion, Ohio where the rate of leukemia is four times greater than surrounding areas.  There also high incidents of throat cancer in that area.  Kim Tolmar is one of the twelve former students of River Valley High School who suffers from leukemia, and she is concerned for those students who presently attend this school.  She said you want to believe that people in a position of power will do the right thing, but when it comes down to money, liability, the outcome is very disappointing she says.  

Well, let’s not let our students down.  Landfills do not need to be near our schools.  Eleanor Roosevelt, first lady and great humanitarian, once said there is a wonderful word and that is “why” that all children use, she said.  When they stop using it, the reason too often is that no one bothered to answer them.  No one focused and cultivated the child’s innate sense of adventure of life.  Let us know lose sight of what is most important.  

Why am I here today?  I am here for Rodriquez, Susan, Chris, Ryan, Shamal, Madison, Harmon, Carley, Caroline and many other children.  I ask that you be here for them, too, when you make your decision.

Elsie Fields:  I have been late a licensed Methodist speaker for the South Carolina and the Florida Conferences so I hope you will not mind if I open with a reading from the Holy Bible.  (Read Genesis 1:28-31).  Now I quote from a different bible – one that Newberry Historians use, John Belton O’Neal’s The Annals of Newberry.  Written in the 1850’s he is recalling the remark of a man made probably 20 years before.  That South Carolina was the garden spot of the world, and Newberry the garden spot of that garden spot.  I ask you to keep these two gardens in mind and the subsequent end of the story of the first garden.  

Fast forward to today.  Have we replenished our garden?  The first commandment of our Lord that we should keep our surroundings as beautiful as we receive them.  Have we obeyed that?  What about the Nance Street widening which turned three blocks of neatly kept cottages into nascent slums?  What about Wilson Road which is now a commercial desolation?  What about our giant oak trees replaced by oven hot parking lots?  What about the Matthews House, an architectural gem, being replaced by an architectural piece of junk?  Now we are considering changing 202, a rural road with lovely residences on it and more that wish to be built there into a place where people dump unwanted things.  I ask you does this should like we are replenishing our garden?  I think we are nearly at a point of no return.  We seem to have no county land plan with any substance; therefore, we have no protection from any amount of ruin anyone wishes to visit upon us.  If we lose 202, then there will not be a house, a street, a road, a tree safe from the disease of short term profit.  

If it is not too late, tonight take a stand.  Resolve to repent.  Do not let 202 go the way of our other misfortunes.  There are several places in Newberry County for a dump of the sort that Mr. Spotts wants to make.  How about behind Eckerd’s Drug Store?  It’s already spoiled.  If we hang back now, our children and grandchildren will not thank us for their inheritance.  We will have shown them conclusively that we are not obedient children of God, but servants of man.  Instead of holding in our hearts and minds the first commandment of our everlasting God, we will have hitched their future to the almighty dollar, which is falling precipitously on the foreign markets as I speak.  

Like Adam and Eve we will be, I am very much afraid, exiled forever from our garden and in their sorrow and suffering, our children and grandchildren will hate us for it.  Thank you.

Buddy Johnson:  The casual observations that were made earlier, many of them are without basis because the real estate dynamics on US 378 are totally different from those that are currently on SC 202 or the ones that may come in the near future.  I want to call the Council’s attention to the Department of Health and Environmental Control, Chapter 61, the statutory authority of the 1976 Code, which is Appendix 2, page 31 and 32 and a portion of 33.  (Read sections into record).   

Prior to 1988 the regulations dealing with asbestos weren’t really there, and all the construction materials prior to that are there.  When you see these demolition projects going on, what do you see?  You see a bunch of bulldozers pushing the thing in, and they are dumping it in these trucks to deliver it to a station in terms of landfill. 

When you push these buildings down and load them into the dump trucks, do you think somebody is going to go out there and inspect it?  The thing that gets me is one point is any prudent investor or businessman is not going to go out and put over half a million dollars into land which he wants to use realizing there is a zoning permit process he is going to have to go through; that there are DHEC regulations he will have to go through; and he is going to have to go through a compliance process with County Council.  I know no prudent businessman would do that.  He would get an option on the property, and this is not the case here.  

The other thing is I would question a prudent businessman who does that, who has no experience in landfills, and who is going forward in this process, which I think is haphazard.  Thank you.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

2.
An Ordinance to provide for flood damage prevention and an ordinance to repeal paragraphs 3 and 4 of an ordinance to amend county Zoning Ordinance No. 12-24-01 enacted on April 3, 2002.


Mr. Dawkins declared the public hearing open.  There being no comments from the public, Mr. Dawkins declared the public hearing closed.

THIRD READING – ORDINANCES

3.
An Ordinance to amend Ordinance No. 124 to provide for plat approval, standards for concrete culverts, asphalt thickness, spreading temperature for asphalt, change references of AASHO to AASHTO, option of manufactured sand for bituminous surfacing, restriction of paving during the months of December, January and February, and addition of graded aggregate base as type of road accepted.


Mr. Alewine moved that this be third reading; second by Mr. Hawkins.


Mr. Waldrop asked if this was the ordinance pertaining to the county going back and accepting gravel roads.  Mr. Dawkins stated this ordinance has been amended with the addition of graded aggregate base as a type of road accepted.  


Mr. Waldrop asked if this was a type of rock and if we would be accepting some of these roads into the system.  Mr. Dawkins stated if they met the guidelines in the ordinance.


Mr. Waldrop asked who would make the decision about paving these roads.  Mr. Dawkins stated if it they are in the county system, it would be up to the county if they are paved, we would have to recommend it to the committee.  Mr. Waldrop stated the committee at this time does not accept gravel roads into the system, and felt we might need to study this a little more before giving it third reading.  Mr. Waldrop stated if we take a road into the system, the state now will not take this road, and it is left up to the county to pave it.  


Mr. Summer stated the state will not take any roads unless you take some roads out of the system.  They don’t want any more roads.  It would be nice to have paved roads, but several counties require the developers to pave the roads; they are paved and are still a mess.  


Mr. Caldwell asked in lieu of the discussion, would Council want to consider not giving third reading until we get additional information to substantiate what has been said.  


Mr. Waldrop moved to table until we meet with the CTC Committee to get an understanding from them that they will take these new roads over; second by Mr. Summer.


Mr. Hawkins asked how long it would take to obtain this information and when we would be ready to vote on this again.  Mr. Waldrop stated the Road Committee should soon have a meeting with the CTC and this should be brought to their attention at that time.  


Mr. Alewine stated he didn’t see the difference between the graded aggregate base and what we are accepting now.   A graded aggregate base is a lot better than some of the asphalt.


Mr. Summer asked if he meant that these roads would have less maintenance than the asphalt road.  Mr. Alewine didn’t mean they would have less maintenance, but maintenance wouldn’t be a big deal.  It is a lot easier to maintain a graded aggregate base than an asphalt road.  If asphalt deteriorates, you have to take it up and replace it or repave it, whereas if a graded aggregate base road gets a pothole, you fill the pothole and go about your business.  Mr. Alewine felt it should be graded aggregate base with prime.  If you prime a graded aggregate base, then water will not penetrate within the material, and it is a lot better road. 


Mr. Dawkins called for the question on the motion to table third reading until next month.  Voting for the motion:  Councilmen Summer, Waldrop, Caldwell and Hawkins.  Voting against the motion:  Councilmen Dawkins and Alewine.  Motion passed by majority vote.

SECOND READING – ORDINANCES

4.
An Ordinance to provide appropriations for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2003 and ending June 30, 2004 for the Newberry County budget for county ordinary purposes and for other county purposes for which the county may levy a tax; to provide for the levy of taxes on all taxable personal and real estate properties in Newberry County for all county purposes, including sufficient tax to pay the principal and interest on outstanding indebtedness of Newberry County maturing during said fiscal year; to provide for matters relating to Newberry County; and to provide for the expenditure of said taxes and other revenues coming to the county during said fiscal year.

Mr. Dawkins stated the general operating budget for 2003-2004 as amended is $14,770,134.  The anticipated revenues are $14,581,033.  Additional funds needed to balance the budget are $189,101, or the equivalent of approximately 2 ½ mills.  Mr. Dawkins called Council’s attention to page 9, Section VI, Capital Project Fund.  We are using a portion of 2002-2003 fund balance in the amount of $2,101,707 for non-recurring capital projects.  Page 10, Section VII, is an added amendment for the new jail user fee according to Ordinance 05-27-03.  


Mr. Alewine moved to accept amendments; second by Mr. Hawkins.  Voting for the motion:  Councilmen Dawkins, Summer, Alewine, Caldwell and Hawkins.  Voting against the motion:  Councilman Waldrop.


Mr. Hawkins moved that this be second reading; second by Mr. Alewine.  Voting for the motion:  Councilmen Dawkins, Summer, Alewine, Caldwell and Hawkins.  Voting against the motion:  Councilman Waldrop.

5.
An Ordinance to provide appropriations for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2003 and ending June 30, 2004 for Piedmont Technical College and Newberry Agency for the Developmentally Disabled; to provide for the levy of taxes on all taxable personal and real estate properties in Newberry County for said purposes; to provide for the expenditure of said taxes and other revenues coming to the county during said fiscal year for said purposes.


Mr. Dawkins stated there were no proposed amendments.  


Mr. Caldwell moved that this be second reading; second by Mr. Alewine.  Vote was unanimous.

6.
An Ordinance to amend Zoning Ordinance No. 12-24-01 to rezone 24 acres from R-2 (Rural District) to BI (Basic Industrial District), TMS #337-1-11, 19845 US Highway 76.


Mr. Alewine moved that this be second reading; second by Mr. Hawkins.  Vote was unanimous.



FIRST READING – ORDINANCES

7.
An Ordinance to amend Zoning Ordinance No. 12-24-01 to rezone 15 acres from LC (Limited Commercial) to GC (General Commercial), TMS #402-21/1 and 10 C.R. Koon Highway.


Mr. Waldrop moved that this be first reading; second by Mr. Summer.  Vote was unanimous.

APPOINTMENTS


Hearing no objection from Council, Mr. Dawkins combined Agenda Items 8-22 to be voted on as a whole.


Mr. Stuart stated he previously gave an opinion with regard to membership on the CTC.  Based upon a previous Attorney General’s opinion, it was his opinion that would be a public office and subject to dual office holding.  If someone holds that position, they would not be able to hold another position.  


Mr. Summer inquired as to what would happen if somebody is already on a board or commission and on the CTC at the same time.  Mr. Stuart said they would have to make a decision and resign from one board.


Mr. Hawkins asked if his opinion was just limited to the CTC or did it apply to the Water and Sewer Authority also.  Mr. Stuart stated the Water and Sewer Authority would also be a public entity.  Any time you have someone exercising power of the government and that would include financing, handling money and things of that nature, that would make them a public official so that would also be true of the Water and Sewer Authority.  


Mr. Waldrop moved to accept Mr. Stuart’s opinion as information; second by Mr. Alewine.  Vote was unanimous.

8.
Airport Commission.

Mr. Alewine recommended the reappointment of Carolyn S. Fulmer.


Mr. Caldwell recommended the reappointment of John Glasgow.

9.
Community Hall.


Mr. Alewine recommended the reappointment of Joan Odell.



Mr. Waldrop recommended the reappointment of Emma Crump.

10.
Fairgrounds Commission.


Mr. Alewine recommended the reappointment of Ronnie Weatherford.

11.
GLEAMNS.

Mr. Waldrop recommended the reappointment of John E. Caldwell.

12.
Employee Grievance Committee.


Mr. Dawkins recommended the reappointment of Marie Harmon and Irene Ruff.

13.
Newberry County Disabilities and Special Needs Board.


Mr. Alewine recommended the reappointment of Brande M. Smalley.


Mr. Waldrop recommended the reappointment of Kathy Buchanan.

14.
Newberry County Memorial Hospital (2 from each district).


Mr. Alewine recommended the appointment of Brent Connelly.


Mr. Waldrop recommended the reappointment of Rosalind Neel and Robert Thompson.

15.
Planning Commission.

Mr. Alewine recommended the reappointment of Benji Vinson.


Mr. Waldrop recommended the reappointment of Nura Ray Matthews.

16.
Purchasing Review Board.


Mr. Alewine recommended the reappointment of Richard Martin.


Mr. Waldrop recommended the reappointment of Robert Pollard.

17.
Recreation Commission (2 from each district).


Mr. Alewine recommended the reappointment of A.P. Smith and Steve Wicker.

18.
Rescue Squad.


Mr. Alewine recommended the appointment of Bruce Graham as the representative of Pomaria Rescue Squad.

19.
Library Board.


Mr. Alewine recommended the reappointment of Bonnelle Yarborough.


Mr. Waldrop recommended the reappointment of Shirley Suber.

20.
Board of Rural Fire Control.


Mr. Alewine recommended the reappointment of Larry Koon as representative from Pomaria and Todd Griffith as representative from Consolidated #5.


Mr. Waldrop recommended the reappointment of John Pollard as representative from Silverstreet and Tony Johnson as representative from Chappells.

21.
Tourism Advisory.


Mr. Dawkins recommended the reappointment of Sandra Youngblood and Ernest Shealy.

22.
Westview.


Mr. Alewine recommended the reappointment of Jimmy Alewine.


Mr. Waldrop recommended the reappointment of Genice Thompson.


There being no further nominations, Mr. Waldrop moved to accept nominations; second by Mr. Alewine.  Vote was unanimous.

OTHER MATTERS

23.
Renewal of Revenue Contract between Newberry County Health Department and Newberry County.


Mr. Waldrop moved to accept renewal of Revenue Contract; second by Mr. Summer.  Vote was unanimous.

EXECUTIVE SESSION


Mr. Summer moved to go into Executive Session concerning a personnel and contractual matter; second by Mr. Alewine.  Vote was unanimous.

[EXECUTIVE SESSION 8:55 P.M. – 9:55 P.M.]

24.
Personnel.

25.
Contractual.


Mr. Waldrop moved to return to regular session; second by Mr. Summer.  Vote was unanimous.

COMMENTS FROM COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR


Mr. Klugh received a letter on Monday from the South Carolina Office of Rural Health.  They have a program that provides Automatic External Defibrillators.  They have 120 to provide to 38 emergency service providers in 20 rural counties to help save lives.  We would qualify for that.  We would need to execute a Memorandum of Agreement in order to participate in the program.  This has to be back in to them by June 6.  If there is no objection from Council, we can go ahead with executing the agreement and proceeding with the program.  We can’t tell from the information they presented us how many the county would qualify for.


Mr. Summer moved to enter into the agreement; second by Mr. Waldrop.


Mr. Caldwell objected since this was not an agenda item.  At the beginning we adopted this agenda.  Mr. Hawkins stated that technically Mr. Caldwell was correct.  We probably should have added that item to the agenda at the beginning, but since we didn’t Mr. Hawkins asked unanimous consent that we dispense with the rules and allow this motion.


Mr. Alewine felt the County Administrator’s comments were part of the agenda, and we can’t dictate what he is going to talk about.


Mr. Caldwell stated it was not that we dictate; it is a matter of policy and procedure.  


Mr. Summer stated we used to have a problem about people not putting stuff on the agenda and coming up at the last minute wanting us to do stuff and make decisions so we decided we would like to have some notice whenever possible to find out what is going on before the meeting.  Because of the timeframe and the nature of this, Mr. Summer felt it was appropriate to go ahead and take action.


Mr. Dawkins called for the question.  Voting for the motion:  Councilmen Dawkins, Summer, Waldrop, Alewine and Hawkins.  Voting against the motion:  Councilman Caldwell.

COMMENTS FROM COUNTY COUNCIL MEMBERS


Mr. Waldrop stated the reason he didn’t support the budget is because in the work session last night we discussed about the EMS substation.  He recommended that the people in the community attend our meeting and discuss it with them and the hospital.  Before spending this money, we should get back with the hospital.  Right now is not a good time to spend that money.  


Mr. Caldwell stated he had a matter which was not on the agenda, but it is something that needs to be addressed in connection with the Communities That Care.  This program began a year ago, and we are no further along in it now than we were then.  We did organize and elected officers; however, our Chairperson resigned after the second meeting.  We have had numerous problems with communication with Mr. Mangum.  He has proposed that we get a committee of about 60 people and that we have a 4 hour meeting with these individuals.  He didn’t feel business people had that much time to attend a meeting.  We are losing some of the original individuals we got.  We have people who do not respond when we call and tell them about the meeting.  Mr. Caldwell was concerned about which direction to recommend for this program.  We talked about $1,500 for the program, but that money will only go for the surveys and any funds the program receives will be through grants.  The other down side on this is when we are talking about the training programs, we are to provide lunch for whoever attends, and we don’t have the funds.  


Mr. Dawkins asked if Mr. Caldwell had a recommendation to Council since it would take an official vote to not participate, if that is the recommendation.  Mr. Caldwell stated he was making the presentation and Council could get out of it what he has said.   Mr. Dawkins stated Mr. Caldwell made a recommendation to Council to join in this and he requested another recommendation not to.  Mr. Caldwell stated he wouldn’t get that.


Mr. Waldrop moved that Newberry County withdraw from the Communities That Care program; second by Mr. Alewine.  


Mr. Caldwell requested that the Chairman write letters to the members of the committee expressing appreciation to them for their willingness to serve.  


Mr. Dawkins called for the question on the motion to withdraw from the program.  Vote was unanimous.


Mr. Dawkins reminded Council of “On the Move with Margaret” on Monday, June 9, 2003, at 9:30 A.M.  

FUTURE MEETINGS

26.
Meetings:
June 11, 2003, 7:30 p.m. (Public hearing – budget)




June 12, 2003, 6:00 p.m-8:30 p.m. (budget workshop)




June 16, 2003, 6:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m. (budget workshop)




June 18, 2003, 7:00 p.m. (Public hearing – CPI)




June 18, 2003, 7:30 p.m. (regular Council meeting)




July 2, 2003, 7:30 p.m. (regular Council meeting)


Mr. Hawkins requested that the budget workshops on June 12 and June 16 start at 6:30 p.m. rather than 6:00 p.m.  Council unanimously agreed.

27.
Consideration of eliminating second meeting in July (July 16).


Mr. Hawkins stated some of the Council members are going to the NACo Conference in Milwaukee and the Association of Counties Meeting is the end of July and felt we might be able to get by with one meeting in July.

Mr. Hawkins moved that the July 16 meeting be eliminated and that the media be notified; second by Mr. Waldrop.  Vote was unanimous.

VOTE FOR ADJOURNMENT


Mr. Waldrop moved for adjournment; second by Mr. Alewine.  Vote was unanimous.

ADJOURNMENT


There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 10:15 P.M.
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