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Newberry County Council

Regular Meeting

July 3, 2002 at 7:30 p.m.

The Newberry County Council met on Wednesday, July 3, 2002, at 7:30 p.m. for a regular meeting.  Present were John E. Caldwell, Chairman, Darrell W. Gilliam, Sr., Vice-Chairman, William D. Waldrop, Henry H. Livingston, III, Henry B. Summer, John D. Dawkins and Mike Hawkins, Councilmen, Gary A. Smoak, County Administrator, Hardwick Stuart, Jr., County Attorney, Columbus M. Stephens, Assistant County Administrator and Susan C. Fellers, Clerk to Council.  Representing the news media were Vic MacDonald, Newberry Observer, and Heather Hawkins, WKDK.  

As required by law, notice of the meeting was duly advertised.  

OPENING OF MEETING

Vice-Chairman Darrell W. Gilliam, Sr. called the meeting to order.  Mr. Gary A. Smoak gave the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

PUBLIC COMMENTS


Louis Neiger felt the $650,000 for fire control was not enough because of the inadequacy of equipment and urged Council to get Newberry more money to bring fire control up to standard.


Mr. Neiger has received many calls from people concerning repair of James Long Lane, Patsy Lane and Long Boys Trail.  Council returned a $15,000 bond to Mrs. Long, which bond was her agreement to maintain those roads, and in returning the bond money, he asked if that meant the county assumed maintenance of those roads since Mrs. Long was not maintaining them.  He asked if Council was going to require the $15,000 bond back from Mrs. Long and force her to maintain the roads or was the county going to take over and maintain the roads.  He stated the people living on those roads pay sales tax, property tax, personal property tax and gas tax for maintenance of roads, and if no maintenance was done, when would they get a refund of their tax money.  He asked Council not to take Agenda Item 27 for information purposes, but to help find a satisfactory solution.  


Dan Kingston, president of Newberry County Criminal Domestic Violence Network, met with the representatives of their benefactor company, and they agreed that some funds could be devoted to McCormick’s Children Home for children who are victims of domestic violence.  They may possibly be able to channel some for children who are there for other reasons.  This will be done on a voucher basis, and McCormick’s Children Home will have to demonstrate that the services were rendered for Newberry County citizens before the Network will pay them.  

ADOPTION OF CONSENT AGENDA


Councilman Hawkins moved that Consent Agenda Item 3 be removed and placed on the regular Agenda for discussion as Agenda Item No. 30.  Since he had requested Agenda Item No. 30 on the regular Agenda, he agreed to have that postponed until the August meeting and Consent Agenda Item 3 placed on the regular Agenda as Item No. 30.  Second by Councilman Summer.  Vote was unanimous.


Councilman Waldrop moved to adopt Consent Agenda; second by Councilman Hawkins.  Vote was unanimous.

ADDITIONS, DELETIONS AND ADOPTION OF AGENDAS


Mr. Smoak requested the following additions:

(1)
Addition of Item 25(a), Old Shirt Factory Building;

(2)
Addition of 31(a), Executive Session, contractual matter regarding sale of county property.


Councilman Livingston moved to adopt Agenda with addition of Items 25(a) and 31(a); second by Councilman Dawkins.  Vote was unanimous.

THIRD READING – ORDINANCES

1.
An Ordinance to provide for a supplemental budget appropriation for FY 01-02 amending Ordinance No. 06-12-01 (The Budget Ordinance adopted in June 2001) to provide adequate funds for solid waste collections and Transfer Station for the remainder of the fiscal year.
Councilman Waldrop moved for third reading; second by Councilman Livingston.  Vote was unanimous.

2.
An Ordinance to amend Ordinance No. 05-04-02 to provide for staggered terms for the Newberry County Purchasing Review Panel.

Councilman Hawkins moved for third reading; second by Councilman Dawkins.  

Mr. Smoak advised this panel would meet only if there were contested bids and only to try to resolve issues when they come up from interested bidders who may feel that policy was not followed.


Vote was unanimous.

3.
An Ordinance to amend Ordinance No. 185 to further provide for staggered terms for the Joint Planning Commission members from Newberry County.
Councilman Dawkins moved for third reading; second by Councilman Summer.  Vote was unanimous.

SECOND READING – ORDINANCES

4.
An Ordinance to amend Ordinance No. 06-11-01 (previously known as Ordinance No. 122) to abolish the Board of Rural Fire Control, and to reinstate the Board of Rural Fire Control with representation from each main station.

Councilman Livingston moved for second reading; second by Councilman Waldrop.

Councilman Livingston questioned whether Council could legally appoint members to this Board at tonight’s meeting.  Mr. Stuart advised that it would not take affect until third reading and that the old Board would continue until third reading.  Councilman Dawkins stated when he wrote the memo to Mr. Smoak he was under the impression that third reading would be tonight, but because of scheduling it didn’t happen that way.  


Vice Chairman Gilliam called for the question.  Vote was unanimous.  

Councilman Summer moved to have a combined public hearing on Agenda Items 5-10, after which Council would vote separately on each item; second by Councilman Dawkins.  Vote was unanimous.

Council also clarified that as it relates to Agenda Items 7 and 8, Highway 121 is a state highway and these ordinances should be corrected to reflect SC Hwy 121 rather than US Hwy 121.

Public Hearings:
Hodge Harmon asked for definitions of Single Family Residential and General Residential.  (Agenda Item No. 9)

Randy Jorgenson, Planning/Zoning Director, explained that Single Family Residential (RS-1) provides for stick and brick built homes and General Residential (RG) provides for a variety of housing types including manufactured housing.  A manufactured home and modular unit are constructed elsewhere and transported to the site.  The property in question has historically provided for the siting of manufactured units.  It was the intent of the Planning Commission to rezone the property in keeping with its historical use.  Mobile homes are defined as homes built prior to June 15, 1976.  On June 15, 1976 the Department of Housing and Urban Development developed standards for construction for manufactured homes. If components are actually put together on site and assembled on site, the definition within the code would term that as a modular home.  

Charlene Fogerty, resident of Lakeview community, didn’t understand why the zoning was being changed and did not want to change the zoning because she would prefer the modular or the stick and brick.  

Councilman Dawkins asked Mr. Jorgenson if the rezoning was on all existing original parts of that subdivision.  Mr. Jorgenson stated the rezoning would be for the entire subdivision and would include all the blocks that constituted Lakeview Subdivision when the subdivision was originally developed.  This would provide for the uses found there currently.  Everything other than the traditionally built, conventionally built, stick and brick homes, approximately 50% of the properties found at the subdivision would become grandfathered non-conformities.  They could not be altered, improved; nothing could be done with those properties other than continue to reside in them in their present state.  They would deteriorate over time and manufactured homes could no longer be sited in Lakeview Subdivision.   The majority of the housing in that subdivision is manufactured housing and it is the Planning Commission’s intent to apply the zoning district designation that represents the property’s current use.  As it pertains to Lakeview Subdivision, once a non-conformity is removed from the property, use that could be re-established would have to be in compliance with the code.  Under the current district designation, it would have to be a stick or brick built home.  A manufactured housing unit could not be placed again upon that property.  

Wayne Linker, resident of Lakeview, questioned that if his doublewide burned down, would he have to put a stick built back in its place.  

Mr. Jorgenson responded that if a home is destroyed by an act of God, the owner could re-establish the use for a loss of that type.  What an owner couldn’t do under the current district designation would be to voluntarily remove it and replace it.  If it is an act of God, the code provides that it can be replaced on site with a footprint no larger than the footprint that is previously found there.  The Planning Commission would intend to rezone this property for its use thus allowing for manufactured housing units.  


Bobby Coats, resident of Lakeview, requested that it be rezoned general.  


Daniel M. Harrison requested that it be changed back to General Residential.

Hearing no further comments from the public, Councilman Waldrop moved that the public hearing come to a close; second by Councilman Summer.  Vote was unanimous.

5.
An Ordinance to amend Zoning Ordinance No. 12-24-01 to rezone 8 acres from RS-1 (Single Family Residential) to LC (Limited Commercial), TMS #335-24, Folk Road.
Councilman Hawkins moved for second reading; second by Councilman Dawkins.  Vote was unanimous.

6.
An Ordinance to amend Zoning Ordinance No. 12-24-01 to rezone .628 acres from RS-1 (Single Family Residential) to GC (General Commercial), TMS #399-48, Adelaide Street and Wilson Road.
Councilman Hawkins moved for second reading; second by Councilman Dawkins.  Vote was unanimous.

7.
An Ordinance to amend Zoning Ordinance No. 12-24-01 to rezone 5.36 acres from LI (Limited Industrial) to GC (General Commercial), TMS #288-16, SC Hwy 121 and Bush River Road.
Councilman Livingston moved for second reading; second by Councilman Waldrop.  Vote was unanimous.

8.
An Ordinance to amend Zoning Ordinance No. 12-24-01 to rezone 3 acres from RG (General Residential) to GC (General Commercial), TMS #337-03-6 and 337-3-7, SC Hwy 121.
Councilman Dawkins moved for second reading; second by Councilman Hawkins.  Vote was unanimous.

9.
An Ordinance to amend Zoning Ordinance No. 12-24-01 to rezone 100 acres from RS-1 (Single Family Residential) to RG (General Residential), TMS #361-1, Blocks 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8, Lakeview Subdivision.

Councilman Livingston moved for second reading; second by Councilman Waldrop.  Vote was unanimous.

10.
An Ordinance to amend Zoning Ordinance No. 12-24-01 to rezone 5 acres from RS-1 (Single Family Residential) to RG (General Residential), TMS #523-25, 55, 43 and 52, Mt. Pilgrim Church Road.
Councilman Hawkins moved for second reading; second by Councilman Dawkins.  Vote was unanimous.

FIRST READING – ORDINANCES

11.
An Ordinance to amend Zoning Ordinance No. 12-24-01 to rezone South Pointe Harbor Subdivision from RS-1 (Single Family Residential) to RS-3 (Single Family Residential), TMS #5-1, Lake Greenwood.  (#06-18-02-MA1).

Councilman Waldrop moved for first reading; second by Councilman Summer.  

Mr. Jorgenson explained the conditions that exist at Lakeview Subdivision are very similar to the conditions existing at South Pointe Harbor Subdivision in that the current district designation does not provide for manufactured housing units.  Over 50% of the homes found within that area consist of that type of dwellings and those dwellings would not be provided for.  It is the intent of the Planning Commission that Council give consideration to the rezoning of this property in keeping with its current use.  


Vice Chairman Gilliam called for the question.  Vote was unanimous.

12.
An Ordinance to amend Zoning Ordinance No. 12-24-01 to rezone 2 acres from RS-1 (Single Family Residential) to RG (General Residential), portion of TMS #523-26, Mt. Pilgrim Church Road.  (#06-18-01-MA3).
Councilman Summer moved to support the recommendation of the Planning Commission and deny rezoning; second by Councilman Livingston.  Voting for the motion:  Councilmen Gilliam, Waldrop, Livingston, Summer, Dawkins and Hawkins.  Councilman Caldwell abstained.  Motion passed by majority vote.

13.
An Ordinance to amend Zoning Ordinance No. 12-24-01 to rezone 1.15 acres from RS-1 (Single Family Residential) to RS-3 (Single Family Residential), TMS #654-39, Parcels G & H, Amicks Landing Road.  (#06-18-02-MA4).


Councilman Waldrop moved for first reading; second by Councilman Summer.

Councilman Dawkins stated this property was located on the corner of State Park Road and Amicks Landing Road and other than one commercial tract, everything in the area was zoned RS-1 and felt this request should be denied.  There are manufactured housing units in the area, but none that you can see from that area.  

Councilman Summer asked if there was a reason the Planning Commission recommended approval of this change.  

Mr. Jorgenson explained that the basis for the Planning Commission’s recommendation was that most of the units in this area are seasonal cabins and are used for recreational purposes.  Also, the siting of a manufactured housing unit upon this property would actually improve the appearance of the area and improve the land.  

Councilman Dawkins pointed out that you couldn’t see the recreational or weekend type structures from the main State Park Road.  He expressed concern that those lots were previously used as a drain field for approximately 25-30 campers.  

Councilman Livingston suggested that since the Planning Commission recommended approval and to keep it from dying, that Council approve it on first reading and get more information for second reading.  

Councilman Hawkins called for the question.  Voting for the motion:  Councilmen Gilliam, Caldwell, Waldrop, Livingston, Summer and Hawkins.  Voting against the motion:  Councilman Dawkins.  Motion passed.

14.
An Ordinance to amend Article 2, Section 201, Definitions of the Newberry County Zoning Ordinance No. 12-24-01 by adding to the section the term, “SUBSTANTIAL REHABILITATION”, so as to define what constitutes the ability to demonstrate progress in attempting to bring an abandoned pre-HUD manufactured housing unit into compliance with the Newberry County Zoning Ordinance.  (#06-18-01-TA3)

Councilman Dawkins moved for first reading; second by Councilman Waldrop.

Mr. Jorgenson stated the current Ordinance provides that if use is abandoned and it is non-conforming for a period of six months, use cannot be re-established.  The units are either removed and destroyed or they are moved to another county where they still provide for them and they are sited there.  If an individual tries to bring it into compliance with the code, the use is defined as “substantial rehabilitation.”  This has a relationship to the next text amendment which says if someone is not attempting to bring it into compliance, the Zoning Administrator can have that person remove that unsafe dwelling, whether it be stick built or manufactured, from Newberry County.  


Vice Chairman Gilliam called for the question.  Vote was unanimous.

15.
An Ordinance to amend Article 4, Section 405(5) of the Newberry County Zoning Ordinance No. 12-24-01 by requiring owners of manufactured homes which have been abandoned for a period of not less than six (6) months, and older than June 15, 1976, to be removed permanently from all the land/lots of Newberry County if the owner cannot demonstrate they are taking significant steps to bring the unit into compliance with the Zoning Ordinance. (#06-18-02-TA1)

Councilman Dawkins moved for first reading; second by Councilman Summer.


Mr. Jorgenson explained that if the power is shut off to the unit, then it has essentially been abandoned.  The code currently provides for that, but the code does not provide for a person to demonstrate that they are trying to bring the unit back into compliance with the International Building Code or the HUD standards.  The code currently says a non-conforming use or characteristic of use shall not be re-established after vacancy, abandonment or discontinued use for any period of six consecutive months.  


Vice Chairman Gilliam called for the question.  Vote was unanimous.

16.
An Ordinance to amend Article 4, Section 405(6) of the Newberry County Zoning Ordinance No. 12-24-01 to delete the words “or necessitating.”  (#06-18-02-TA2)

Councilman Dawkins moved for first reading; second by Councilman Waldrop.  

Mr. Jorgenson stated this language was excessive, inappropriate verbiage and was not required in the code.

Vote was unanimous.  

17.
An Ordinance to amend Article III, Section (A)3 of Ordinance 131 to increase the E911 fee to $1.00 per month per applicable subscriber line.
Councilman Summer moved for first reading; second by Councilman Dawkins.  Vote was unanimous.

APPOINTMENTS

18.
Airport Commission.

No appointments.

19.
Planning Commission.
Councilman Summer recommended appointment of Glenn Moore, 2856 Morris Road, Prosperity, SC, as an at-large member.

Councilman Caldwell moved to accept recommendation; second by Councilman Livingston.  Vote was unanimous.

20.
Rural Fire Control.

Councilman Hawkins moved to delay appointments until third reading of Ordinance; second by Councilman Livingston.  

Councilman Dawkins felt appointments should be made, but that appointees would not take office until August.  Councilman Hawkins felt it would be presumptuous to appoint members to a board not yet approved by Council.  Mr. Stuart advised that it would be better to wait until third reading of the Ordinance.

Vice Chairman Gilliam called for the question.  Vote was unanimous.

21.
Tourism Advisory Committee.

No appointment.

22.
Zoning Board of Appeals.

No appointment.

23.
Employee Grievance Committee.
Councilman Dawkins recommended appointment of Irene Ruff to finish out the unexpired term of Forrest Swittenburg, Jr.

Councilman Livingston moved to accept recommendation; second by Councilman Hawkins.  Vote was unanimous.

ACCEPTANCE OF BIDS

24.
Airport Runway Overlay Project – alternate bid $241,757.
Councilman Caldwell moved to accept alternate bid of $241,757; second by Councilman Livingston.

Mr. Smoak explained the reason for the alternate bid was that it carried DOT specifications whereas the regular bid carried FAA specifications.  It was thought by the Airport Commission that with DOT specifications, it might get more bidders.  The County does not even have as much money as the bid would require; however, there is reason to believe that the FAA and State will grant us additional funds in order to have us accept the bid.  Mr. Smoak recommended that if the bid is accepted, it be done conditionally upon the receiving of these extra funds from FAA or a renegotiation of the bid by Satterfield Construction.  

Vice Chairman Gilliam called for the question.  Voting for the motion:  Councilmen Caldwell, Waldrop, Livingston, Summer, Dawkins and Hawkins.  Voting against the motion:  Councilman Gilliam.  Motion passed.

Councilman Dawkins moved for a 10 minutes break; second by Councilman Summer.  Vote was unanimous.

[BREAK 8:55 P.M.-9:12 P.M.]
Councilman Caldwell moved to return to open session; second by Councilman Summer.  Vote was unanimous.

25.
Sale of county property.
Regarding the property on SC 34 and Hwy 76, Mr. Smoak contacted Central Economic Development Alliance as requested by Council at the last meeting.  They recommended that the county take down all the buildings, dig out the landfill, do away with the lagoon behind the Animal Shelter, dispose of the creosote pit and have a Phase I environmental assessment done.  They said the county might be able to put out an RFP to commercial developers to get ideas about how the property could be sold and after presentations are made, possibly let one or two of them have an option for 5 to 8 years to develop it in stages and let them find a sale for it and develop it.  The county might want to sell off the front 5 parcels as commercial and develop the back tract in manner as described above.  They feel that property would make a good industrial park because it has water and sewer and could be accessed from Highway 219 through the frontage road as well as Highway 34.  

The Highway 76 property was strictly commercial and they recommended that the County list it with a commercial real estate firm.  The county could advertise it locally, sell it by bids or by ordinance.  

If the county follows their recommendations on the SC 34 property, the Public Works, Garage and Animal Control would have to totally relocate before selling anything.  Council’s indication was to sell the property and use the money from the sale to relocate those entities.    

Councilman Dawkins moved that the properties located on 34 and 76 be sold by sealed bids with the right to reject any bid and the bidders on the Highway 34 property may bid on either individual lots or the tract as a whole; second by Councilman Caldwell.  Voting for the motion:  Councilmen Gilliam, Caldwell, Waldrop, Summer, Dawkins and Hawkins.  Voting against the motion:  Councilman Livingston.  Motion passed by majority vote.  

25(a).
Old Shirt Factory.
Mr. Smoak advised that the building had been prepared for demolition and the County applied to the City of Newberry for a demolition permit.  There was a $180 charge for the City to render a permit for the building to be demolished.  This went before the City’s Architectural Review Board and their decision was that the County should not demolish the structure because of the historical value of the building.  It is said that it contains some of the oldest masonry work in the City and the County should “step up to the plate and repair it.”  

The appraisal to get the building up to standard was approximately $150,000.  The County has already spent $5,308.72 that cannot be returned.  

The City did not contact Mr. Smoak or anyone else to let the county know it was on the agenda or that they were meeting on it.  Mr. Smoak spoke with the City Manager who advised that he would discuss it with Building Inspections and the Chairman of that committee to see if there might a rehearing on it so that we could attend.  

Councilman Summer moved to appeal the ruling of the Architectural Review Board; second by Councilman Waldrop.  

Councilman Dawkins felt we should be entitled to another original hearing since we don’t know if evidence was given at the hearing as to whether the building was in sound condition.  He felt we should first try to have them consider another hearing and if not, then appeal the ruling.

Councilman Summer amended his motion to request a rehearing, but if not, appeal it; Councilman Waldrop amended his second.  

Mr. Smoak advised that neither the Mayor nor City Manager was at that meeting; however, the Building Inspector was at the meeting, and he knows the condition of the building.  

Vice Chairman Gilliam called for the question.  Vote was unanimous.

26.
Agreement between City of Newberry and County of Newberry regarding housing of prisoners.

Mr. Smoak stated there was an agreement adopted between the City and the County about 15 years ago concerning what the County would do for the City in terms of their inmates. This agreement expired 5 years ago, and the agreement ought to be renegotiated, redrafted and adopted not only by the City of Newberry and the County but all other municipalities that use the County’s facilities.  


Councilman Livingston asked if the Lynch’s Woods and Fairground properties had been deeded to the County, as called for in the expired agreement, in exchange for the County housing the City’s prisoners for 10 years.  Mr. Stuart advised that he had not checked to see if it was actually deeded.  


Councilman Livingston moved that Mr. Smoak and Mr. Stuart get together and draft a contractual agreement based on what several other counties are doing with the city and county sharing a jail and get it back to Council as information; second by Councilman Dawkins.  Councilman Dawkins requested that Councilman Livingston add to his motion to authorize Mr. Smoak to send a letter to the City of Newberry notifying them that this contract for housing their prisoners for 10 years has been expired for 5 years and would they like to make an offer of what they would like to do.  Councilman Livingston agreed to add to his motion.  Vote was unanimous.

OTHER MATTERS

27.
James Long Lane, Patsy Lane and Boys Road – Lucile P. Coleman.

Lucile P. Coleman stated the post office had discontinued their mail delivery, and the Newberry postmaster advised her “The County Council informed me that they would not be repairing or maintaining the roads.”  Mrs. Long provided the road in question and it belonged to Mrs. Long.  Mrs. Long gave County Council a $15,000 bond and she agreed to maintain these roads.  Council returned Mrs. Long’s $15,000 when she did not keep her agreement.  Ms. Coleman felt that since Council had returned the money, the county should make the repairs after releasing Mrs. Long from her obligations.  She felt that action by the Council clearly made the County responsible for the action taken by the postal service.  Ms. Coleman inquired as to what was going to be done to get the roads up to par and mail delivery restored for the residents on those roads.  

Councilman Dawkins stated that on March 7, 2001 the Road Committee met concerning this road and determined the road was a private road, and it still is a private road.  

Mr. Smoak advised that the minutes from the March 7, 2001 Council meeting reflected that the road was petitioned to be taken into the system; Mrs. Long was to keep it up to the county standards for two years at which time a final inspection would be made by Mr. Liptak who would recommend to the Council if the road met county standards.  That was never done because Mrs. Long never did anything to maintain the road.  She did put up the $15,000 bond which was required at that time.  In the Road Committee, as well as the County Council meeting, the question was does the county take the road and call upon her bond to bring it up to standards.  The recommendation of the Road Committee at that time was that should not be done because the base was probably so poorly put in and the county didn’t know who put it in and the county didn’t know what it would take to bring it up to standards, not did the county know whether the $15,000 was going to cover the cost.  At that time rather than take a chance on accepting the road and the $15,000 to see how far that might go, Council’s decision was to not accept the road, return Mrs. Long’s bond and the road would remain private.  

Jim Liptak, Director of Public Works, stated the county’s cost at that time to bring the road up to standards would have been approximately $14,500.  Contractor’s costs would be have been a lot more than that.  

Wendy Wise advised that Ms. Coleman bought her property from a real estate agent because that lot was originally sold at the same time that the auction was held.  The property that Mrs. Long still owns is in litigation.  The property sold recently has been sold by people who originally bought it at the auction.  The original stipulation when the auction was held was that the county would take over the roads two years after the sale.  In the August 1997 Council meeting minutes the Council did agree to take the road over and Mrs. Long was to maintain it for two years after which the County would be maintaining the road.

Councilman Gilliam stated what Council agreed to was that the County would take the road at the end of two years of traffic on it provided Mrs. Long kept the road up to standards until the end of that two year period.  

Councilman Hawkins felt County Council was missing some information and moved that this item be carried over to the August meeting pending receipt of additional information from the files of Mr. Liptak and Mr. Smoak; second by Councilman Dawkins.  Voting for the motion:  Councilmen Waldrop, Livingston, Summer, Dawkins and Hawkins.  Voting against the motion:  Councilmen Gilliam and Caldwell.  Motion passed by majority vote.

28.
Newberry Visitors Center – Ernest O. Shealy, Jr.
Ernest O. Shealy, Jr., Director of the Newberry Visitors Center, stated that one of his long term projects was the creation of a video depicting the history of Newberry County.  We feel it is a good marketing tool and we may be able to produce more of these videos so that they will be out to advertise Newberry County.  At this time it is set up at the Newberry Visitors Center for anyone who is interested in the history of Newberry County.  

[MR. SHEALY SHOWED VIDEO TO COUNCIL]

Councilman Summer moved to accept this as information; second by Councilman Livingston.  Vote was unanimous.

29.
Dan Kingston, Sheriff’s Department – vending machines.
Dan Kingston, Sheriff’s Department, appeared on behalf of the employees of that department.  In 1993 the employees of Communications, E911, Public Safety, Coroner’s office and Sheriff’s Office bought two vending machines; one, a Coke machine and one, a Tom’s vending machine with crackers, potato chips, etc.  These machines have never been attached to the county in any way.  The revenue from those machines is a morale type environment where they are able to provide flowers for employees in the hospital, flowers for bereavement and several other things with the money over the course of the years, such as buying toilet paper and hand towels, cleaning carpet and most recently erecting a flag pole at the new building.  These funds have always been maintained in a commercial checking account, not a county checking account.  Books and records have been made available every year to the individual who audits county accounts, and we have been persistently told by the auditor that it is an employee account and therefore not a problem with the county audit.  Mr. Kingston requested that Council grant the Sheriff’s Department approval to move these two machines to the new building.    

Councilman Dawkins moved to allow the Sheriff’s Department and related offices to move the two vending machines owned by the employees; second by Councilman Waldrop.  Vote was unanimous.

30.
Road Maintenance Policy.
Councilman Hawkins moved to carry this item over to the August Council meeting; second by Councilman Summer.  Vote was unanimous.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Vice Chairman Gilliam stated Council needed to go into Executive Session to discuss contractual matters involving J.F. Hawkins/Springfield Place and the sale of county property.   


Councilman Summer moved that Council go into Executive Session; second by Councilman Caldwell.  Vote was unanimous.

31.
Contracts – management J.F. Hawkins/Springfield Place.
31(a).
Contract – sale of county property.
[EXECUTIVE SESSION 10:55 P.M.-12:15 P.M.]


Councilman Caldwell moved that Council return to regular session; second by Councilman Livingston.  Vote was unanimous.


Vice Chairman Gilliam stated that Mr. Stuart would continue to negotiate one contract and Mr. Smoak will negotiate the other.  

COMMENTS FROM COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR


Mr. Smoak stated that a joint open house would be scheduled for the Auditor and Treasurer’s Building and the Sheriff’s Office on August 11, unless there is an elected official that can’t do it then.  

COMMENTS FROM COUNTY COUNCIL MEMBERS


Councilman Dawkins requested that a public hearing be scheduled at third reading of the Ordinance involving the Board of Rural Fire Control.  

FUTURE MEETINGS

32.
Regular Council meeting – August 7, 2002 at 7:30 P.M.

ADJOURNMENT


There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 12:21 A.M.
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