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NEWBERRY COUNTY COUNCIL

MINUTES

AUGUST 18, 2004

The Newberry County Council met on Wednesday, August 18, 2004, at 7:30 p.m. for a regular meeting.      


Present were:



John David Dawkins, Chairman



Henry B. Summer, Vice-Chairman



William D. Waldrop, Councilman 



Andy Morris, Councilman



John E. Caldwell, Councilman 



Mike Hawkins, Councilman



Leonard B. Sossamon, Jr., County Administrator



Gary T. Pope, County Attorney



Susan C. Fellers, Clerk to Council
Absent:



Darrell W. Gilliam, Sr., Councilman


Representing the news media were:

Newberry Observer – 
Cindy Pitts


WKDK – 

Heather Hawkins


Whitmire News – 
No representation

As required by law, notice of the meeting was duly advertised.

OPENING OF MEETING


Mr. Dawkins called the meeting to order and determined a quorum to be present.  


Mr. Summer had the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS, DELETIONS AND ADOPTION OF AGENDA


Mr. Dawkins recommended that Agenda Item 9 be moved to the beginning of the agenda (Agenda Item .5) and the addition of two zoning ordinances for first reading.  (Agenda Items 9 and 9.1)

There being no further additions or deletions, Mr. Hawkins moved to adopt the agenda as amended; second by Mr. Morris.


Mr. Caldwell raised the issue of the deadline for items to be placed on the agenda.  He had no problem with adding items the night of the meeting but felt they should be used primarily as information and no action taken.  Mr. Dawkins stated that normally all material should be in the hands of the Clerk to Council by Wednesday one week in advance; however, because of scheduling that doesn’t always happen.  


There being no further discussion, Mr. Dawkins called for the question.  Voting for adoption of the agenda as amended:  Councilmen Dawkins, Summer, Waldrop, Morris and Hawkins.  Councilman Caldwell abstained.  Motion passed by majority vote.

PROCLAMATIONS

.5
Palmetto Health Proclamation.


Mr. Waldrop moved to adopt the Proclamation; second by Mr. Waldrop.


Mr. Pope read the Proclamation into the record.  (copy attached).

Vote was unanimous.


Mr. Dawkins presented the Proclamation to Debbie Waldrop. Senator Ronnie Cromer and Representative Walt McLeod expressed appreciation to Palmetto Hospice for their work in Newberry County.

PUBLIC COMMENTS


No comments.


Mr. Hawkins requested a personal privilege.  He was approached by an individual who congratulated him and said how much they agreed with a letter he wrote to the editor in The State paper.  Mr. Hawkins did not write the letter and wanted everyone to know.
THIRD READING ORDINANCES

1.
An Ordinance to amend Ordinance 10-34-02 so as to change the word “shall” to “may” in the last clause of the third sentence, and at the end of that sentence to delete the phrase “or emergency medical service,” and otherwise.


Mr. Hawkins moved for third reading; second by Mr. Dawkins.  


Mr. Summer stated he was in favor of third reading, but felt there should be a meeting with the Rescue Squad to work out any differences regarding this issue.


Mr. Morris stated he would not vote to pass third reading tonight.  He was not opposed to the ordinance as written, but felt the meeting should be held prior to third reading.  

Mr. Hawkins agreed with having the meeting with the Board of Rescue Squads, but did not agree to postpone third reading.  He was told that what he said at the last meeting and how he voted didn’t go together; that he talked like he agreed to have these consumer advocates as members of the Board and thought it would be a good idea to include consumer advocates on the other Boards and Commissions.  We are elected by the consumers, the citizens, and we put people on the commissions and boards that have expertise in their areas, and they come to us with recommendations and we consider how it will affect the citizens of the county.  This amendment simply changes the word “shall” to the word “may” and gives us some flexibility.  


Mr. Morris felt the meeting should be with the Rescue Squad, the hospital and EMS.      

Mr. Dawkins had conversations with Lynn Beasley and numerous Rescue Squads.  He had telephone calls from three Rescue Squads that were not present at last week’s meeting and are not present tonight.  They expressed that Barry Richardson was speaking as representative for his district and not as Chairman of the Rescue Squad, and they wanted that made clear.  Mr. Dawkins agreed with having a meeting.  The problem is between the Rescue Squads and EMS, and there are some issues that need to be resolved.  This goes beyond the ordinance and gets down to personalities.  County Council creates the Commissions, and they can do away with the Commissions, and they would never restrict themselves as to who could serve on those Commissions.  That is the sole authority and power of County Council.  We were elected to represent the people and to put people on these Boards that we feel are responsible and fair.  


Mr. Caldwell felt if the majority of Council felt we needed to discuss it first, he had no problem with that, but there is a problem with having third reading and then coming back and discussing it.  That’s not parliamentary procedure.

Mr. Hawkins stated the Chairman of the Rescue Squad indicated they had been working on some recommendations since January, and thought that was what we would get together and talk about and not specifically this change in wording.  


Mr. Dawkins stated this was a personality conflict rather than an ordinance conflict because of the example of the at-large members serving the consumers and not having any vested interest in EMS.    


There being no further discussion, Mr. Dawkins called for the question.


Voting for the third reading:  Councilmen Dawkins, Summer, Waldrop and Hawkins.  Voting against:  Councilmen Morris and Caldwell.  Motion passed by majority vote.  

2.
An Ordinance to amend the Official Zoning Map established pursuant to Zoning Ordinance No. 12-24-01 so as to rezone TMS Parcel Nos. 347-30 and 347-31 from Rural (R-2) to Light Industrial (LI).


Mr. Waldrop moved for third reading; second by Mr. Hawkins.  Vote was unanimous.
3.
An Ordinance to amend the Official Zoning Map established pursuant to Zoning Ordinance No. 12-24-01 so as to rezone TMS Parcel Nos. 131-4 and 131-6 from Rural (R-2) to Basic Industrial (BI).


Mr. Morris moved for third reading; second by Mr. Hawkins.  Vote was unanimous.

4.
An Ordinance to amend the Official Zoning Map established pursuant to Zoning Ordinance No. 12-24-01 so as to rezone TMS Parcel Nos. 225-33, 34 and 35 from Rural (R-2) to Light Industrial (LI).


Mr. Waldrop moved for third reading; second by Mr. Hawkins.  Vote was unanimous.
5.
An Ordinance to amend the Newberry County Zoning Ordinance No. 12-24-01 so as to eliminate references therein to a 35 foot height restriction on buildings in the regulations for various specified zoning districts.


Mr. Morris moved for third reading; second by Mr. Hawkins.  


Mr. Caldwell asked what the restriction would be now.  Mr. Dawkins said the ordinance stated you could not build a structure or home over 35 feet, and this amendment would eliminate that restriction.  

There being no further discussion, Mr. Dawkins called for the question.  Vote was unanimous.
FIRST READING ORDINANCES

6.
An Ordinance to amend the Official Zoning Map established pursuant to Zoning Ordinance No. 12-24-01 so as to rezone TMS Parcel No. 341-4-11-41 (portion only), from Rural (R-2) to Limited Commercial (LC).


Mr. Waldrop moved for first reading; second by Mr. Hawkins.  Vote was unanimous.
7.
An Ordinance to amend the Official Zoning Map established pursuant to Zoning Ordinance No. 12-24-01 so as to rezone TMS Parcel Nos. 654-1-6, 654-1-6-2, 654-1-6-3 from Single Family Residential (RS-1) to Single Family Residential (RS-3).


Mr. Hawkins moved for first reading; second by Mr. Waldrop.  Vote was unanimous.
8.
An Ordinance to amend the Official Zoning Map established pursuant to Zoning Ordinance No. 12-24-01 so as to rezone TMS Parcel Nos. 340-1-57, 341-4-9-1 & 14, and 341-1-11-41 (portion only), 44, 50 & 51 from Rural (R-2) to Single Family Residential (RS-2).


Mr. Summer moved for first reading; second by Mr. Waldrop.  Vote was unanimous.
9.
An Ordinance to amend the text of the Newberry County Zoning Ordinance No. 12-24-01 so as to reduce the size requirements for rezoning R-2 Rural Districts.


Mr. Hawkins moved for first reading; second by Mr. Waldrop.  

Anne Peters, Zoning Administrator, stated currently if someone is rezoning from R-2 to any other zone, you need to have a minimum of 5 acres.  If it is another zone already being zoned into another district, you can rezone to yet another one with 2 acres.  We are trying to make it the same.  If it is going to be rezoned into a planned development district, we want to retain that at a minimum of 4 acres.


There being no further discussion, Mr. Dawkins called for the question.  Vote was unanimous.

9.1
An Ordinance to amend the text of Newberry County Zoning Ordinance No. 12-24-01 so as to reclassify certain uses of mobile homes from special exceptions to conditional uses in various specified zoning districts.


Mr. Hawkins moved for first reading; second by Mr. Dawkins.  


Ms. Peters stated this came about as a result of Mr. Hawkins’ comments last week about the individual who had to wait until October to present his case to the Board of Zoning Appeals.  This was presented to the Planning Commission last night that this would become a conditional use instead of a special exception.  That way it could be signed off in the zoning office instead of having to go through the Board of Zoning Appeals.  The same conditions would apply.  


Mr. Hawkins reiterated that none of the conditions would change, and the person still has to adhere to the exact same standards.  He suggested that a form be developed for the person to sign stating they understand what has to be done.  


There being no further discussion. Mr. Dawkins called for the question.  Vote was unanimous.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

10.
Economic Development Committee – Mike Hawkins, Chairman.

11.
Nursing Home Advisory Committee – William D. Waldrop, Chairman.

12.
Personnel Committee – John E. Caldwell, Chairman.

13.
Roads Committee – Andy Morris, Chairman


No reports.
APPOINTMENTS

14.
Airport Commission.

15.
Fairgrounds Commission.

16.
Recreation Commission.

No appointments (see last page for appointment to Recreation Commission).


Mr. Summer requested that the meeting with the Rescue Squad be set.  Mr. Dawkins stated the Sheriff has agreed to be the facilitator of this meeting, and as soon as the meeting is scheduled and an agenda prepared, notices could be sent to all parties.    


Mr. Hawkins requested that the meeting be scheduled on a Wednesday night.


Mr. Morris moved to go into Executive Session for a personnel matter and an economic development matter; second by Mr. Waldrop.  Vote was unanimous.

[EXECUTIVE SESSION 8:04 P.M. – 10:29 P.M.]


Mr. Morris moved to return to regular session; second by Mr. Waldrop.  Vote was unanimous.
17.
Personnel.

18.
Economic Development.


Mr. Morris moved to authorize JLA to move forward with the design plans for the Highway 219 project; second by Mr. Hawkins.  Vote was unanimous.

Mr. Caldwell requested that Agenda Item 16 be revisited, as he does have an appointment.  Mr. Caldwell recommended the appointment of Thomas Boyd to the Recreation Commission.  


Mr. Hawkins moved to accept the nomination; second by Mr. Waldrop.  Vote was unanimous.

FUTURE MEETINGS

19.
Council Meetings:
September 1, 2004





September 15, 2004

20.
Set date for one day Council Retreat (either September 18 or 25).  


Mr. Summer moved to set the one day Council Retreat for Saturday, September 18; second by Mr. Waldrop.  Vote was unanimous.
COMMENTS FROM COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR


No comments.
COMMENTS FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS


No comments.

VOTE FOR ADJOURNMENT


Mr. Waldrop moved to adjourn; second by Mr. Hawkins.  Vote was unanimous.

ADJOURNMENT


There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 10:34 p.m.






NEWBERRY COUNTY COUNCIL






_______________________________________






John David Dawkins, Chairman






_______________________________________






Susan C. Fellers, Clerk to Council
