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Newberry County Council

Special Called Meeting

August 19, 2002 at 1:20 p.m.

The Newberry County Council met on Monday, August 19, 2002, at 1:20 p.m. for a special called meeting.  Present were John E. Caldwell, Chairman, Darrell W. Gilliam, Sr., Vice-Chairman, Henry H. Livingston, III, Henry B. Summer, John D. Dawkins and Mike Hawkins, Councilmen, Gary A. Smoak, County Administrator, and Susan C. Fellers, Clerk to Council.  Councilman William D. Waldrop was not present.  Also present were Sheriff Lee Foster, Jerry Wright, Dan Kingston and Danny Gilliam. 

Mr. Caldwell called the meeting to order and requested that Council set a time to adjourn because of Mr. Livingston’s work schedule.  Mr. Hawkins moved that the meeting adjourn no later than 2:15 p.m.; second by Mr. Summer.  Vote was unanimous.

Mr. Caldwell stated Council held a work session on August 14, 2002 regarding the Detention Center.  Since no official action can be taken in a work session, Council felt it necessary to hold this special meeting.  

Mr. Dawkins moved for Council to go into Executive Session; second by Mr. Gilliam.  Sheriff Foster requested that Jerry Wright, Dan Kingston and Danny Gilliam be allowed to remain for Executive Session.  

Mr. Caldwell called for the vote.  Vote was unanimous.

[EXECUTIVE SESSION 1:25 P.M.-2:05 p.m.]


Mr. Gilliam moved to return to open session; second by Mr. Summer.  Vote was unanimous.


Mr. Dawkins moved that Council request the Sheriff to take over the Jail on August 19, 2002 at 3:00 p.m. and that the Detention Center Administrator position be deleted and this become a Captain’s slot within the Sheriff’s Office and funding of $20,000 be given to the Sheriff’s Office budget to assist in taking over the Detention Center and further, Council concurs with a SLED investigation and requests an audit be made of the Detention Center budget and finances; second by Mr. Gilliam.  


Mr. Gilliam stated this action was not the result of who has been running it for the past few months since David Rushton’s death.  It is something that should have been looked at a long time ago.  The Sheriff can do some things we can’t do.  People will be very pleased with the way the Sheriff will run the Detention Center.


Mr. Livingston stated that Mr. Smoak deserves credit for having an independent study done and the results from that study yielded the action being taken.  This is in the best interests of the County as a whole.  This will relieve Mr. Smoak of some of his allocation of time.  


Mr. Dawkins reiterated what Mr. Gilliam and Mr. Livingston said.  This is no reflection on Mr. Smoak whatsoever.  This has been under discussion and we, as a Council, have put it off, and it was not Mr. Smoak putting it off.


Mr. Hawkins called for the question.  


Vote was unanimous.


Mr. Caldwell congratulated the Sheriff and stated that the Council looked forward to working with him and his staff.


There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 2:08 p.m.
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