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NEWBERRY COUNTY COUNCIL

MINUTES

SEPTEMBER 3, 2003

The Newberry County Council met on Wednesday, September 3, 2003, at 7:30 p.m. for a regular meeting.      


Present were:



John David Dawkins, Chairman



Henry B. Summer, Vice-Chairman 



William D. Waldrop, Councilman 


John E. Caldwell, Councilman


Mike Hawkins, Councilman



J.E. Klugh, Interim County Administrator



Gary T. Pope, County Attorney



Susan C. Fellers, Clerk to Council

Absent:



Darrell W. Gilliam, Sr., Councilman


Representing the news media were:



Newberry Observer – Vic MacDonald



WKDK – Heather Hawkins



Whitmire News – no representation


As required by law, notice of the meeting was duly advertised.

OPENING OF MEETING


Mr. Dawkins called the meeting to order and determined a quorum to be present.


Mr. Hawkins had the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.


Mr. Dawkins recognized Senator Ronnie Cromer and Eleanor Alewine.

ADDITIONS, DELETIONS AND ADOPTION OF AGENDA


Mr. Dawkins requested the following additions to the agenda:

1.
Agenda Item .5 Presentation of Award by National Weather Service.

2.
Agenda Item 1.1 Homeland Security Grant.

Mr. Dawkins requested the following deletions:


1.
Agenda Item 12.


Mr. Summer moved to adopt the agenda as amended; second by Mr. Hawkins.  Vote was unanimous.

ADOPTION OF CONSENT AGENDA


Mr. Waldrop moved to adopt the Consent Agenda; second by Mr. Summer.  Vote was unanimous.

.5
Presentation of Award by National Weather Service.

Steven Naglic, Warning Coordination Meteorologist for the National Weather Service, presented a plaque to Newberry County for being certified as a Storm Ready County.  Two Storm Ready signs were presented to Tom Barber for placement on roads in Newberry County.

PUBLIC HEARING

1.
Local Law Enforcement Block Grant – Sheriff Lee Foster


Mr. Dawkins declared the public hearing open.  In the absence of Sheriff Lee Foster, Dan Kingston stated the Sheriff’s Office has received this grant every year since 1986.  The grant has gone from an initial year amount of $31,000 to $14,343 this year.  This grant is based on a crime per capita formula, and the crime rate in Newberry is so low that the grant amount keeps going down.  The match of 10% is already in the budget for this fiscal year.


There being no further comments from the public, Mr. Dawkins declared the public hearing closed.

1.1
Homeland Security Grant

The Sheriff’s Office has been awarded a Homeland Security Grant in the amount of $99,299.93.  There is no match to this grant.  The spending time is limited and the money has to be spent by October 31.  


Mr. Waldrop moved to accept the Homeland Security Grant in the amount of $99,299.93; second by Mr. Summer.  Vote was unanimous.

THIRD READING – ORDINANCES

2.
An Ordinance to amend Zoning Ordinance No. 12-24-01 so as to rezone 3.3 acres from R-2 to GC, TMS #402-16 and 402-16-1.


Mr. Dawkins declared the public hearing open.  There being no comments from the public, Mr. Dawkins declared the public hearing closed.


Mr. Hawkins moved that this be third reading; second by Mr. Waldrop.  Vote was unanimous.

3.
An Ordinance to amend “An Ordinance to establish a classification and compensation plan for Newberry County and to provide for comprehensive personnel policies for the employment and dismissal of all county employees and to set forth the working conditions and benefits for those employees to provide for equal employment opportunity and affirmative action goals and anti-discrimination provisions,” Ordinance No. 06-06-02, to provide for prohibitions against computer, e-mail and Internet abuse and to further provide policies on workplace privacy.


Mr. Hawkins moved that this be third reading; second by Mr. Summer.  Vote was unanimous.

4.
An Ordinance to reassess the property known as the old Newberry County Memorial Hospital property, pursuant to the provisions of §4-9-195, SC Code of Laws, 1976.


Mr. Summer moved that this be third reading; second by Mr. Hawkins.  Vote was unanimous.

RESOLUTIONS

5.
Resolution for adoption of 2003 Community Needs Assessment for Newberry County.


Mr. Waldrop moved to adopt the Resolution to adopt the 2003 Community Needs Assessment for Newberry County; second by Mr. Summer.  Vote was unanimous.

APPOINTMENTS

6.
Airport Commission.


No appointment.

7.
Planning Commission.

No appointment.

8.
Recreation Commission.


No appointment.

9.
Library.


No appointment.

10.
Board of Rescue Squads.


Mr. Hawkins recommended the appointment of Pam DeHart from the Prosperity Rescue Squad.


There being no further recommendations, Mr. Waldrop moved to accept recommendation for appointment; second by Mr. Summer.  Vote was unanimous.

ACCEPTANCE OF BIDS

11.
Ambulances.


The low bid was $255,798; budgeted amount is $254,000, leaving a difference of $1,798.


Mr. Waldrop moved to accept the low bid of Peach State in the amount of  $255,798 and pay the difference out of the capital project fund; second by Mr. Hawkins.  

OTHER MATTERS

12.
Approval of Tourism Advisory Commission Recommendations.


DELETED.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

13.
Economic Development Committee – Mike Hawkins, Chairman


No report.

14.
Nursing Home Marketing Advisory Management Committee – Henry B. Summer, Chairman


No report.

15.
Personnel Committee – Henry B. Summer, Chairman


No report.

16.
Roads Committee – John David Dawkins, Chairman


The Roads Committee met on September 2 at 2:00 P.M.  Numerous roads were discussed, but no recommendations for Council.

PUBLIC COMMENTS


No comments.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Mr. Summer moved to go into executive session for  personnel and economic development matters; second by Mr. Hawkins.  Vote was unanimous.

[EXECUTIVE SESSION 7:45 P.M. – 8:40 P.M.]

17.
Personnel.

Economic Development.


Mr. Hawkins moved to return to regular session; second by Mr. Waldrop.  Vote was unanimous.


No report.

COMMENTS FROM COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR


On September 4 at 2:00 P.M. the City will inspect the Courthouse and will hopefully issue the Certificate of Occupancy.  The tile people have been contacted and they are to have a plan to the architect by September 4 for correcting the problem with the cracking tiles.  The architect has notified the contractor of additional work to be done in the courtroom and with the storefront window in the courthouse.  


The Airport Commission received a grant from the Federal Aviation Administrator in the amount of $99,083 with a 5% local match required.  The local match was budgeted.  The purpose of the grant is to conduct environmental assessments for runway redevelopment.

COMMENTS FROM COUNTY COUNCIL MEMBERS


Mr. Summer reminded Council of “On the Move with Margaret” at WKDK on Monday, September 8, at 9:30 a.m.

FUTURE MEETINGS

18.
Regular Council Meetings:
September 17, 2003, 7:30 p.m.






October 1, 2003, 7:30 p.m.

VOTE FOR ADJOURNMENT


Mr. Waldrop moved to adjourn; second by Mr. Summer.  Vote was unanimous.

ADJOURNMENT


There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:45 P.M.







NEWBERRY COUNTY COUNCIL






BY:
__________________________________







John David Dawkins, Chairman







__________________________________







Susan C. Fellers, Clerk to Council

Approved:  September 17, 2003

