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NEWBERRY COUNTY COUNCIL

MINUTES

SEPTEMBER 17, 2003

The Newberry County Council met on Wednesday, September 17, 2003, at 7:30 p.m. for a regular meeting.      


Present were:



John David Dawkins, Chairman



Henry B. Summer, Vice-Chairman 



William D. Waldrop, Councilman 


John E. Caldwell, Councilman


Mike Hawkins, Councilman



J.E. Klugh, Interim County Administrator


Susan C. Fellers, Clerk to Council

Absent:



Darrell W. Gilliam, Sr., Councilman



Gary T. Pope, County Attorney


Representing the news media were:



Newberry Observer – Vic MacDonald



WKDK – Heather Hawkins



Whitmire News – no representation


As required by law, notice of the meeting was duly advertised.

OPENING OF MEETING


Mr. Dawkins called the meeting to order and determined a quorum to be present.


Mr. Summer had the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS, DELETIONS AND ADOPTION OF AGENDA


There being no additions or deletions to the agenda, Mr. Waldrop moved to adopt the agenda; seconded by Mr. Summer.  Vote was unanimous.

ADOPTION OF CONSENT AGENDA


Mr. Summer moved to adopt the consent agenda; seconded by Mr. Hawkins.  Vote was unanimous.

PRESENTATIONS

1.
Presentation by Newberry County Council memorializing Jerry M. Alewine.


Newberry County Council presented a plaque and Resolution to the family of Jerry M. Alewine recognizing his service to the County.  (Copy of Resolution attached to minutes).

PERSONAL APPEARANCES

2.
Lisa Senn, Chairperson, Newberry County Memorial Hospital Board of Trustees.


On behalf of the Newberry County Memorial Hospital Board of Trustees, Lisa Senn reported the following:

· The three new appointments to the Board of Trustees, Brent Connelly, Randy Ruff and Tommy Brown, have begun the orientation process.  Suggested that in the future Council consider appointment of Hispanic members on the Board.

· The hospital has just completed accreditation through the Joint Commission for the Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations, receiving a score of 94 out of a possible 100.

· The large expansion has been completed.

· Third floor renovations have been completed at a cost of $395,000 including the Progressive Care Step-down Unit.

· The New Beginnings renovations and expansion of OB/GYN Department have been started with an estimated cost of $1,800,000.

· Satellite office in Little Mountain completed at a cost of approximately $900,000.  Dr. White is already seeing approximately 20 patients a day at that facility.

· New technology is being brought in, including MRI, Spiral CT, Mammography – stereo tactic biopsy and sentinel node tracking, surgical instrumentation, and a computer system geared toward electronic medical records.

· Currently have 50 physicians on active medical staff of which 2 are Hispanic and 1 African-American, Dr. Angie Mills, who will begin practice in January.

· Have attracted physicians to open offices in the lower part of the county and have one satellite office in Saluda County.  

· Recruiting Urologist, Pediatrician, OB/GYN, Internist, Oncologist, and neurologist.

· Put in visiting physicians suites so that when these doctors come part time they have a place to handle patients.

· Will have an ENT group start seeing patients on September 29 in Newberry.  

· Working to increase certification levels on employees to insure that they remain competent in their jobs.

· Medicare and Medicaid reimbursement is not adequate thereby creating a huge amount of charity care.  Over $1,000,000 was given in charity care to the citizens of Newberry County in the last fiscal year.  

· Have problems with bad debts.

· Have 423 employees of which 275 are full time, 67 are part-time and 81 are on an as needed basis.  This works out to an equivalent of 343 full time employees.

· Annual payroll is almost $14,000,000.

· Net patient revenue is $30,062,000.

· Operating expenses are $31,226,000.

· They see approximately 13,000 patients in the Emergency Room each year.

· Have approximately 25,000 outpatient visits each year.

· The hospital has an economic impact to Newberry County economy of approximately $94,000,000 a year.

Ms. Senn requested that Council consider adopting a Resolution to send to the Legislature requesting that taxes on cigarettes be increased to provide additional funding for Medicaid so the funding could be matched by federal dollars.  


Bill Grigsby, Director of Emergency Care, gave the following report concerning EMS services:

· As of August 31, averaging 350 EMS calls a month with 2 trucks.

· Transport about 250 of those patients.

· Treat about 30 per month and do not transport.

· Starting in July they started charging for supplies used in treatment of the non-transport, and have averaged about 50% of those persons being charged.

· Currently have 1 QRV in Whitmire and 1 in Prosperity.  Prosperity continues to average about twice as many calls as Whitmire per month.

· New staff comes on board October 7 and are about 70% hired for that.  

· New services start October 18.  

· Pediatric advance life and trauma certifications for new people and people currently there will be taking place between October 7 and 18.  

· As of October 18, there will be one 12 hour ambulance, 7 days a week, stationed in Whitmire; one 12 hour ambulance, 7 days a week, stationed in Fairview.  One QRV will be moved to the Pomaria area and the other will go to the Silverstreet area.  The QRV will operate 8 hours a day, 5 days a week.  

· Emergency Room is averaging 43 patients per day.

· We are looking at new physician groups, patient satisfaction and different services that can be provided at the hospital and how we can better improve the services that we are providing.  

· Working to increase patient turnaround time.  

Mr. Dawkins stated Newberry County Memorial Hospital was awarded $10,000 from the Newberry County Recreation Commission to be used toward playground equipment in Able Park.  

SECOND READING – ORDINANCES

3.
An Ordinance to amend Zoning Ordinance No. 12-24-01 to rezone 2 acres from RS-1 to RS-2, TMS #640-2, 1036 Mt. Tabor Road.


Mr. Dawkins declared the public hearing open.


Nettie Sligh had the following questions concerning the rezoning of this property:

(1)
What will happen to the manufactured home when the problem no longer exists that the manufactured home would be needed?  


Anne Peters stated the ordinance says the applicant will remove the manufactured home from the property no later than 30 days after the expiration of the temporary permit.

(2)
Was another septic tank and line added?


Mr. Dawkins stated it was.

(3)
Was this through the proper channels, DHEC and so forth?


Mr. Dawkins stated it was.  

(4)
If the manufactured home is moved, can another one automatically be put in its place?


Mr. Dawkins stated it could not.

(5)
If the present owners were to sell the house, property and so forth, would the permit go along with it to have a manufactured home there?


Ms. Peters stated no; that this permit would be related to the current situation.


There being no further comments from the public, Mr. Dawkins declared the public hearing closed.


Mr. Waldrop moved that this be second reading; seconded by Mr. Hawkins.  Vote was unanimous.

4.
An Ordinance to amend Zoning Ordinance No. 12-24-01 to rezone 3 acres of 14.15 acres from RS-1 to GC, TMS #741-14, 518 US Hwy 76.  (Property located between Sam Koon Road and Bear Creek Road, Little Mountain)


Mr. Dawkins declared the public hearing open.  There being no comments from the public, Mr. Dawkins declared the public hearing closed.


Mr. Hawkins moved that this be second reading; seconded by Mr. Summer.  Vote was unanimous.

5.
An Ordinance to amend Zoning Ordinance No. 12-24-01 to rezone 7.5 acres from GC to BI, TMS #339-02-00-035, West Industrial Drive.


Mr. Dawkins declared the public hearing open.


Richard Sanders had the following questions:


(1)
What is the principle of the zoning ordinance?

Sid Thomas stated zoning affects the use to which land may be put.  This land is currently zoned General Commercial and the proposal is to change it to Basic Industrial for an industrial use.


(2)
What if I decline?

Mr. Thomas stated Mr. Sanders’ property was not included in the proposed change.


James Suber, who signed up, stated his questions had been answered.


There being no further comments from the public, Mr. Dawkins declared the public hearing closed.


Mr. Waldrop moved that this be second reading; seconded by Mr. Hawkins.  Vote was unanimous.

6.
An Ordinance to amend Zoning Ordinance No. 12-24-01 to rezone four plus acres from R-2 to GC, TMS #689-15, US 176.  (Property located next to Glymph Street and Pomaria Post Office).


Mr. Dawkins declared the public hearing open.  There being no comments from the public, Mr. Dawkins declared the public hearing closed.


Mr. Hawkins moved that this be second reading; seconded by Mr. Summer.  Vote was unanimous.

7.
An Ordinance to amend Zoning Ordinance No. 12-24-01 to rezone 6.81 acres from R-2 to GC, TMS #633-8, Koon Trestle Road.

8.
An Ordinance to amend Zoning Ordinance No. 12-24-01 to rezone 36.7 acres from R-2 to GC, portion of TMS #635-1, Koon Trestle Road.


Mr. Dawkins declared the public hearings open on Agenda Items 7 and 8.


Danny Ricard spoke against the rezoning of these parcels of property as this area is rural with the closest incorporated areas being the Town of Pomaria, which is about 4 miles away, and the Towns of Prosperity and Little Mountain, both of which are over 6 miles away.  Koon Trestle Road connects Highways 773 and 202.  The road has no centerline or shoulder markings, and the road makes a sharp 90 degree turn in between these two parcels and has a posted speed limit of 10 miles per hour.  If either of these parcels is zoned commercial, there would be increased traffic all along Koon Trestle Road and not just the Highway 773 end of it.  With the increased traffic, it will bring more noise and trash through a residential area, not to mention drivers who would be unfamiliar with the 10 mile per hour curve.  Families walk and ride bikes along this road, but it would not be as safe if a commercial establishment were built.  

The biggest fear is a fast food establishment locating in one of these parcels.  The night sky would be forever lit up until dawn from parking lot lights and a sign that would have to be high enough to be seen from the Interstate.  

Earlier this year the Joint Planning Commission considered an almost identical tract on Kiblers Bridge Road, but this tract was deemed to remain residential.  The Koon Trestle tract and the Kiblers Bridge Road tract are mirror images of each other.  If Kiblers Bridge was deemed to remain rural residential, Koon Trestle should likewise remain rural residential.  

If this ordinance passes, the zoning map coming from Highway 773 would have a rural tract, a commercial tract, a rural tract, a 90 degree turn, and then another commercial tract.  That would harm the property values of the rural residential tracts.

Mr. Ricard stated he was aware of the need to bring jobs and industry to the county, but there are better places where this type of commercial development could take place.  At this interchange on 773 there will be almost 200 acres available that is already deemed commercial and industrial.  There is no problem with developing right around the Interstate and on Highway 773.  

There are approximately 30 to 35 houses along Koon Trestle Road.  In the 10 mile per hour curve, there is a home less than ¼ mile away from that.  That home would adjoin this commercial property.  There is a residential tract currently unoccupied that would be in between the two commercial areas.  

Mr. Summer asked if there was a reason the Planning Commission recommended the change in the zoning.  Mr. Thomas pointed out the area citing the Jockey Lot, Service Station, the truck repair shop, all of which is zoned General Commercial.  Any development of this tract would have to be oriented to the corner where the 90 degree turn is.  There are about 5 residences whose back property line adjoins the property in question.  The comprehensive plan envisions that areas in the vicinity of interchanges will be developed into commercial industrial use.  The property adjoins already zoned General Commercial property, and it was felt this would be in keeping with the comprehensive plan and with the ultimate development of this area.  

Mr. Hawkins asked how we were going to answer his comment about spot zoning.  Mr. Thomas stated it was contiguous to existing general commercial.  

Amy Russell owns the property closest to the curve.  If this passes, she will be surrounded by about 800 linear feet of commercial land edging her back yard.  She purchased her home site in 1992 and at the time of purchase there was no decision being made to make the land commercial.  In 1997 she and her husband wanted to purchase the property all the way to the curve and to the Interstate to square off their property in the back.  At that time Ms. Bedenbaugh and Mr. Bufkin came to her home, and they were not able to purchase it at the time because it had to have right of way for future businesses or other people that would own land beyond that gate.  They wanted to purchase more in order to keep businesses away from their back yard.  They already have enough criminal activity down that way as it is, and if it goes commercial that will be a regular occurrence there.  She has 3 young children who play in the back yard and like to ride their bicycles in the woods.  They have animals they play with in the yard and occasionally camp out in the back yard, and that would not be possible any more.  In 1997 they were informed of the decision for the future homes, but her home site was already there.  Over the years she had repeatedly let Ms. Bedenbaugh’s power of attorney know they were still interested in purchasing additional land toward the curve and Interstate.  She asked that Council consider the effect this decision would have on her family and the value of her property.  It is often easy to vote on things like this when it is not in your own back yard, but who wants to look out the back door and see business walls or somebody standing in the back yard who shouldn’t be there.  

Becky Boland stated this was a good place to live and the 35 homes on that road are filled with good people.  This will bring no good people to the community.  She doesn’t like other people making the choices of where she lives when it comes to bringing in things that are not going to be good for the community.  Jobs are good, but not down Koon Trestle Road.  There is nothing good that can come of this.  She and her husband are in the process of building a home, but had she known this, she may have made the choice to build somewhere else.   

Barry Werts stated there were proper places in the county for commercial development.  We expect growth in the county to hopefully lower residential property taxes.  This location started out with a run down general service station where Amoco is right now.  The Jockey Lot was brought in, which was a disgrace.  Craig Hipp’s garage is becoming an eyesore and is more of a junkyard than commercial growth.  If the development continues as in the last 10 to 15 years, we are going to deplete the neighborhood.  This is not positive growth in any direction.  Mr. Werts had photographs of the 90 degree turn.  If someone comes up on this 10 mile per hour curve at night and is not paying attention, you would go through the fence into the cow pasture.  A tremendous amount of money would have to be spent to upgrade the road.  He asked Council to consider the detriment because this is not a location for commercial development.  It needs to be kept up by the Interstate where it belongs, but don’t bring it into our backyards.  

Charlotte Werts said the signs leading into Newberry state “a great place to live.”  Koon Trestle Road will not be a great place to live if you allow this to come.  Columbia is moving this way and Chapin is growing.  Why not try to promote nice residential areas?  If anybody has ever been down Koon Trestle Road, it is just a nice little country road that wants to be left alone.  It is no problem to put it on the Interstate off 773 but Koon Trestle Road is not the place.  This is not going to benefit anybody and it is going to increase the crime rate.  It is not going to be good for our community and she asked Council to take that into consideration.

Henry Bufkin is the Personal Representative of the Estate of Eleanor Bedenbaugh.  In her Will she directed that the property be sold and the value of that be given in accordance with her Will.  Her Will has 12 charitable donations such as a half million dollars going to Newberry College, a significant amount of money going to the Lowman Home and half a million dollars going to the Lutheran Seminary.  Out of those devisees, the funds are going to come from the sale of her property.  While she was still alive in 1997, she offered her property to the people who lived along the road.  There was some concern at that point in time about the property and the effect it would have on the houses, and the people who bought that property asked that the property be restricted.  In 1997 a set of restrictive covenants were prepared for the residential lots that were sold.  These restrictions were recorded in the Newberry Courthouse on December 31, but it specifically says that Parcels B, C, D, E, F,G, H and I are to be used for residential purposes only, but Parcels A and A-1 and Parcel J are not subject to the restrictions because they are reserved for commercial activity.  It has been plan of Miss Eleanor for the last 4 or 5 years, and the people who live along this road were aware of that.  These restrictions were done at their request.  

The Amoco station replaced the gas station that Mr. Berley Bedenbaugh had before.  You can’t go there at any time that there is not a significant amount of activity.  That is a working convenience gas station.  Craig Hipp’s commercial truck tire place is on Koon Trestle Road.  Across 773 is a 38 acre tract where the Jockey Lot is.  The Jockey Lot was sold within the last month for $1,000,000, and on that property would be placed a motel and a truck stop.  The property Mr. Bufkin has requested to be rezoned to General Commercial faces onto the General Commercial property and is easily within the eyesight of this intersection so that this property has significant commercial value.  


His job as Personal Representative of the estate is to raise the most money for that property so that those charitable purposes can be met.  This property if it stays residential would probably sell for $3,000 an acre, but if it is sold as commercial it will probably sell for $30,000 to $50,000 an acre.  That is a significant difference and not a change for the community.  The change happened a decade ago.  The change really happened in 1962 when Interstate 26 was built.  


This large tract as it was sold off was always deemed to be of commercial value.  It faces onto the Interstate and has a single entrance so that a frontage road could be built.  It has commercial value because of the fact that it fronts off the Interstate and is of significant value to the other residences.  


He and Miss Eleanor went to the various owners around and significant efforts were made to accommodate those owners.  


There is no change to the tenure of that Interstate.  Anybody going to this property will not travel down that road.  This will not change the nature of Koon Trestle Road.  People will not cut through to get down to Highway 202.  


The fact of life is that the area around this interchange is changing.  It would be short sighted on the part of Council to limit the growth of this interchange.  There are thousands of acres elsewhere in Newberry County that won’t be affected by this change, but this change in this area has the possibility of raising significant tax growth for the county and should have been zoned commercial at the time the zoning was done three years ago.  


There being no further comments from the public, Mr. Dawkins declared the public hearing closed.


Mr. Summer moved that this be second reading of Agenda Item #7; seconded by Mr. Waldrop.  Vote was unanimous.


Mr. Waldrop moved that this be second reading of Agenda Item #8; seconded by Mr. Summer.  Voting for the motion:  Councilmen Dawkins, Summer, Waldrop and Caldwell.  Voting against the motion:  Councilman Hawkins.  Motion passed by majority vote.

RESOLUTIONS

9.
Resolution ratifying Mutual Aid Agreement.


Mr. Dawkins stated the county entered into a Mutual Aid Agreement for Catastrophic Disaster Response and Recovery in January 2002, but a Resolution was never adopted as required by law.


Mr. Waldrop moved to adopt Resolution; seconded by Mr. Summer.  Vote was unanimous.

APPOINTMENTS

10.
Airport Commission - District 4.


No appointment.

11.
Planning Commission - District 5 and At large.


No appointment.

12.
Recreation Commission – District 6.


Mr. Waldrop recommended the appointment of Robbie Dowd.

13.
Library – Districts 2, 4 and 7.


No appointment.

14.
Board of Rescue Squads – Newberry.


No appointment.


Mr. Waldrop moved to accept the nominations; seconded by Mr. Hawkins.  Vote was unanimous.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

15.
Economic Development Committee – Mike Hawkins, Chairman


No report.

16.
Nursing Home Marketing Advisory Management Committee – Henry B. Summer, Chairman


Mr. Summer stated this committee would meet on Wednesday, September 24, 2003, at 12:30 P.M. at Springfield Place.

17.
Personnel Committee – Henry B. Summer, Chairman

No report.

18.
Roads Committee – John David Dawkins, Acting Chairman


No report.


Mr. Summer moved to accept as information; seconded by Mr. Hawkins.  Vote was unanimous.

PUBLIC COMMENTS


No comments from the public.

EXECUTIVE SESSION


Mr. Summer moved to go into Executive Session to discuss personnel, contractual and economic development matters; seconded by Mr. Waldrop.  Vote was unanimous.

[EXECUTIVE SESSION 8:50 P.M. – 10:50 P.M.]


Mr. Waldrop moved to return to regular session; seconded by Mr. Summer.  Vote was unanimous.

19.
Personnel – County Administrator.

20.
Contractual.

21.
Economic Development.

Mr. Hawkins moved to readvertise for the County Administrator position and that the current applicants be notified of this action; seconded by Mr. Summer.  Vote was unanimous.


Mr. Hawkins moved to purchase the Emergency Operations Center, 1.66 acres, located at 3491 Main Street, Newberry, under the terms set forth in the Memorandum of Understanding dated September 10, 2003 for the sum of $1,210,000 to Mr. Edgar Baker with the money coming out of the special project funds appropriated in the current year budget and with an anticipated date of closing of October 1; seconded by Mr. Waldrop.  Vote was unanimous.  


Mr. Hawkins moved that the county continue to pay 100% of the single employee insurance premium with the rates going up January 1, 2004 and the money for half a year of $28,590.96 will be taken from the personnel study implementation budget; seconded by Mr. Summer.  Vote was unanimous.

COMMENTS FROM COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR


Mr. Klugh reported the move to the first and second floor of the courthouse is scheduled for September 29 and 30.  They are still doing some work on the tile floor on the main courthouse level.  There is still an issue with the storefront window that is to be replaced.  They are moving forward with the exterior cleaning and that should be completed by the end of this week.  The landscaper will do that work within the next couple of weeks.  By the end of October, things should be pretty much shaped up.  Once the Clerk of Court and Tax Assessor move out of the basement, there will be some painting and floor covering put down.  Then those offices will move and the other area will be finished up.  

Regarding the tile problem, Mr. Dawkins added they met with the contractor and architect and Gary Pope will look into the contract, but apparently we got what we paid for.  The painting contractor was also there and will correct bad places on pews, the wall behind the Judge’s bench, the railing around the courthouse at no cost to the county.  If we wanted the courtroom back like it was when it was new, his proposal was $131,000. 

COMMENTS FROM COUNTY COUNCIL MEMBERS


Mr. Waldrop asked if it would be feasible to get Ed Lominack’s name on the plaques being put in the buildings because we have been discussing and approving some of these buildings for a long time and Mr. Lominack was involved with most of these projects.  


Mr. Dawkins will look into this and report back at the next meeting.  

FUTURE MEETINGS

22.
Regular Council Meetings:
October 1, 2003, 7:30 p.m.






October 15, 2003, 7:30 p.m.

VOTE FOR ADJOURNMENT


Mr. Waldrop moved to adjourn; seconded by Mr. Summer.  Vote was unanimous.

ADJOURNMENT


There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:05 P.M.







NEWBERRY COUNTY COUNCIL






BY:_____________________________________







John David Dawkins, Chairman






_______________________________________







Susan C. Fellers, Clerk to Council

APPROVED 10-01-2003

