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NEWBERRY COUNTY COUNCIL

MINUTES

OCTOBER 6, 2004

The Newberry County Council met on Wednesday, October 6, 2004, at 7:30 p.m. for a regular meeting.      


Present were:



John David Dawkins, Chairman



Henry B. Summer, Vice-Chairman



William D. Waldrop, Councilman 



Andy Morris, Councilman



John E. Caldwell, Councilman



Mike Hawkins, Councilman



Leonard B. Sossamon, Jr., County Administrator



Gary T. Pope, County Attorney



Susan C. Fellers, Clerk to Council
Absent:



Darrell W. Gilliam, Sr., Councilman


Representing the news media were:

Newberry Observer – 
Cindy Pitts


WKDK – 

Heather Hawkins


Whitmire News – 
No representation

As required by law, notice of the meeting was duly advertised.

OPENING OF MEETING


Mr. Dawkins called the meeting to order and determined a quorum to be present.  


Mr. Hawkins had the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADOPTION OF CONSENT AGENDA


Mr. Summer moved to adopt the consent agenda; second by Mr. Morris.  Vote was unanimous.

ADDITIONS, DELETIONS AND ADOPTION OF AGENDA


Mr. Dawkins requested the addition of an economic development matter under Executive Session (12.1) and a Proclamation honoring the State of Maine Agriculture Department and their upcoming visit to Newberry, SC (11.1).


Mr. Waldrop moved to adopt the agenda as amended; second by Mr. Hawkins.  Vote was unanimous.

PERSONAL APPEARANCES

1.
Tax Levy 2004 – Nancy P. Owen, County Auditor.


Ms. Owen’s recommendation with no increase in mills for 2004-2005 was as follows (see attached documentation):

1.
Levy 114.3 mills for County Ordinary purposes; 1.3 mills for County General Obligation Bonds of 1995; 2.9 mills for County General Obligation Bonds of 2001 for a total levy of 118.5 mills for County purposes.

2.
185.5 mills for School Ordinary purposes; 3.3 mills for School Special Education; 41.7 mills for School General Obligation Bonds of 2002, 2003 and 2004 for a total levy of 230.5 mills for School purposes.

3.
The total 2004 tax levy for both County and School purposes would be 349.0 mills.  

The anticipated value of one mill for 2004-2005 fiscal year for County purposes is $81,652 and for School purposes is $85,412.  


Mr. Hawkins moved to accept the recommendation of Ms. Owen; second by Mr. Waldrop.  Vote was unanimous.

PUBLIC COMMENTS


Sammie Graham thanked the Fairgrounds Committee for their hard work and suggested that Council consider a small increase to them in next year’s budget.

THIRD READING ORDINANCES

2.
An Ordinance to amend the Ordinance providing for flood damage prevention, Ordinance No. 06-33-03, so as to amend the freeboard requirements for structures in Newberry County that are below a determined base flood elevation in a special flood hazard area, and to correct the base flood elevation around Lake Murray and Lake Greenwood to comply with the FEMA determination of the best available data thereof.


Mr. Hawkins moved for third reading; second by Mr. Morris.  Vote was unanimous.  (See page 4 of minutes)
FIRST READING ORDINANCES

2.1
Noise Ordinance.

Mr. Morris moved for first reading; second by Mr. Hawkins.  Vote was unanimous.   
COMMITTEE REPORTS

3.
Economic Development Committee – Mike Hawkins, Chairman.


Mr. Hawkins recognized law enforcement officers for their efforts in reducing and solving crimes in Newberry County.
4.
Nursing Home Advisory Committee – William D. Waldrop, Chairman.

5.
Personnel Committee – John E. Caldwell, Chairman.

6.
Roads Committee – Andy Morris, Chairman

No reports.
APPOINTMENTS

7.
Airport Commission.

8.
Fairgrounds Commission.

9.
Community Hall Commission.


No appointments.



OTHER MATTERS

10.
Newberry County Airport Commission – Steve Walker, W.K. Dickson:



A.
Fuel Dispensing System


 Mr. Walker reviewed the grant history for the Airport (copy attached).  In 2004 the FAA participates at 95%.  As of now, the Airport has a balance of $350,917 available and can support projects such as the fuel dispensing system, hangar construction, etc.  In 2006 and 2007 there will be another $150,000 available each year.  2007 will be the last year of the Federal Aviation 100 Bill, and will be reauthorized again in 2007.  

An application has been submitted to install a fuel dispensing system, which consist of a 10,000 gallon 100 low lead gasoline system; no jet fuel.  There will be a fuel tank, a spill retention wall and a 24 hour credit card reader so the pump system can be unstaffed.  The total project cost submitted was $157,895.  


Having a fuel system at the Airport should increase traffic and increase the chances of FAA approval of projects.  

Mr. Hawkins asked excluding the land acquisition cost, what the cost would be to build a new airport.  The study for a site selection would run $150,000 to $200,000, which is a two to three year process.  Once an airport is constructed depending on the timing and what year, it could cost $5,000,000 to $10,000,000, perhaps more, depending on what the facility looks like after it goes through the planning process.  


There is another sum of money to be competed for called discretionary funds.  This would actually build a new runway or build a new airport, and that is a line item pushed by the local delegation through the Congress and Newberry County’s name would be put on the budget for a certain project.  


The local match on the application for the fuel dispensing system is $3,947.  


B.
Scope of Services


We received a letter from the FAA concerning the tree line bordering.  The project is $26,000 with $24,700 from the FAA and the State match of $650 and a local match of $650.  We either have to do this or shut the airport down because of safety reasons of the tree level.


Every 520 days the FAA checks the airport and if trees are in the way, they send a letter.  If nothing is done about it, they displace the thresholds where the aircraft can actually use the pavement and over a four year period the usable pavement gets shorter and shorter until the airport can’t be used any more.  The airport would stand to lose the bad weather approach if the trees aren’t cleared.  There are a host of things in the grant assurances that have to be done to keep the airport open, and one of them is to maintain clear approaches.  


The labor will be done with county labor, but W.K. Dickson has to come up with the design plan for identifying and clearing the trees.  A portion of the trees are on county property, but a few of them aren’t.  W.K. Dickson will do the deed research and locate the property lines through surveys, deed research, county records and enter into a land acquisition or easement to enable the county to cut the trees or have the county negotiate with the landowner to let them cut the trees.

Mr. Summer moved to allow the Administrator to go ahead and sign the grant application for the two projects; second by Mr. Morris.  Vote was unanimous.


Mr. Dawkins requested that agenda item 2 be revisited.  The County Attorney entered into the minutes a letter from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (copy attached) stating the lake elevation being what we have adopted.

11.
Approval of recommendations from Tourism Advisory Commission.


A.
Promotion:




1.
Newberry County Chamber of Commerce - $2,132.01




2.
Lake Murray Country Tourism  - $2,132.01




3.
Prosperity Business Alliance - $2,132.01



B.
Tourism-related:




1.
Newberry County Agrifest - $2,500




2.
Prosperity’s Hoppin’ - $1,000

3.
Newberry County Law Enforcement Officers’ Association - $3,500

4.
Newberry Opera House - $2,500


Mr. Hawkins moved to approve recommendations; second by Mr. Morris. 

Mr. Dawkins stated discussions have been held with Ernest Shealy, Chairman of the Tourism Advisory Commission, and the Administrator will have a further meeting and recommendations will be made to the Commission.  There is confusion as to advertising and getting information to agencies.  They used to send information to the agencies to apply for funds, but they don’t do that any more.  


Mr. Summer offered a substitute motion to meet with the Tourism Advisory Commission and have County Council come up with additional places to be funded before taking final action on this matter; second by Mr. Caldwell.  Voting for the substitute motion:  Councilmen Dawkins, Summer, Waldrop, Morris and Caldwell.  Voting against the motion:  Councilman Hawkins.  Motion passed by majority vote.

11.1
Proclamation honoring Commissioner Robert W. Spear and the Agriculture Tour Group from the State of Maine.


Mr. Morris moved to adopt the Proclamation; second by Mr. Waldrop.  Vote was unanimous.  (copy attached)
EXECUTIVE SESSION


Mr. Waldrop moved to go into Executive Session to discuss a legal matter and an economic development matter; second by Mr. Morris.  Vote was unanimous.

[EXECUTIVE SESSION 8:36 P.M. – 10:20 P.M.]

Mr. Morris moved to return to regular session; second by Mr. Waldrop.  Vote was unanimous.

12.
Legal Matter.

12.1
Economic Development.

Mr. Morris moved to authorize the County Administrator to enter into a contract with a consultant to do a feasibility study and also assist the County in acquiring an option on property for an economic development project; second by Mr. Summer.  Vote was unanimous.
FUTURE MEETINGS

13.
Council Meetings:
October 27, 2004, 7:30 p.m.





November 3, 2004, 7:30 p.m.

COMMENTS FROM COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR


No comments.

COMMENTS FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS


Mr. Caldwell advised that Barrett Lawrimore, President of the SCAC, died, and the funeral will be Friday in Charleston.  He plans to attend the funeral.

VOTE FOR ADJOURNMENT


Mr. Morris moved to adjourn; second by Mr. Hawkins.  Vote was unanimous.

ADJOURNMENT


There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 10:22 p.m.






NEWBERRY COUNTY COUNCIL






______________________________________






John David Dawkins, Chairman






______________________________________






Susan C. Fellers, Clerk to Council

