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NEWBERRY COUNTY COUNCIL

MINUTES

OCTOBER 15, 2003

The Newberry County Council met on Wednesday, October 15, 2003, at 7:30 p.m. for a regular meeting.      


Present were:



John David Dawkins, Chairman



Henry B. Summer, Vice-Chairman 



William D. Waldrop, Councilman 


John E. Caldwell, Councilman


Mike Hawkins, Councilman



J.E. Klugh, Interim County Administrator



Gary T. Pope, County Attorney


Susan C. Fellers, Clerk to Council

Absent:



Darrell W. Gilliam, Sr., Councilman


Representing the news media were:



Newberry Observer – no representation



WKDK – Heather Hawkins



Whitmire News – Tarla Wilber


As required by law, notice of the meeting was duly advertised.

OPENING OF MEETING


Mr. Dawkins called the meeting to order and determined a quorum to be present.


Mr. Caldwell had the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS, DELETIONS AND ADOPTION OF AGENDA


Mr. Dawkins requested the addition of a legal matter under Executive Session (Agenda Item 18.1).


There being no further additions or deletions, Mr. Hawkins moved to adopt the agenda as amended; second by Mr. Summer.  Vote was unanimous.

ADOPTION OF CONSENT AGENDA


Mr. Summer moved to adopt the consent agenda; second by Mr. Waldrop.  Vote was unanimous.

PERSONAL APPEARANCES

1.
Housing of inmates in maximum security during renovations – Sheriff Lee Foster.


Sheriff Foster stated effective 6:00 p.m. today the new portion of the jail was opened and is operational.  The plan was to move those inmates out and work around the pre-trial detainees.  We became concerned that when renovations were begun in the old jail, it opened up liabilities for escape and injury to the people being housed there.  It would also probably delay some of the construction if it were done that way.  

We worked out an agreement with Sheriff Metts of Lexington County, who has allowed us to take the pre-trial detainees to his facility to be housed in a wing of the Lexington County Jail.    

From 7:00 this morning to 5:00 this afternoon, the construction crew has almost gutted the inside of the old jail.  Unless we run into something we don’t know about, we are probably going to be about 60 days ahead of schedule.  

The cost to house the inmates in Lexington is minimal.  Lexington County is charging $.81 per meal, and we will only be charged for the meals the inmates eat.  As far as health care, they have a prison health care system, and the charge will be $1.79 per day.  Included in that price is the cost of their nurses, doctors and pharmaceutical distributions.  We will have to pay the pharmaceuticals just like we do here.  We don’t believe there will be any extra cost to the county because the meal prices are lower than what we pay since they feed more inmates.  The medical health care will probably equal out because when they have sick call, we don’t pay our doctor to come in.  

We will have to put one correctional officer at the Lexington County Jail per shift, and that has already been scheduled.   Those persons are already being paid, and the only thing we will have to pay extra is the travel, which will be relatively minimal.    

He thanked Sheriff Metts and his staff for helping Newberry County out.   They have been very gracious and understanding.  By working with Sheriff Metts we are going to keep the costs down and have a lot easier time during the renovation.  

SECOND READING – ORDINANCES


Hearing no objection, Mr. Dawkins combined and declared the public hearings for Agenda Items 2 through 6 open.  There being no comments from the public, Mr. Dawkins declared the public hearings closed.

2.
An Ordinance to amend the official zoning map established pursuant to Zoning Ordinance No. 12-24-01 so as to rezone TMS Nos. 294-10 and 294-17 from R-2 Rural to Basic Industrial (BI).

Mr. Hawkins moved that this be second reading; second by Mr. Waldrop.  Vote was unanimous.
3.
An Ordinance to amend the official zoning map established pursuant to Zoning Ordinance No. 12-24-01 so as to rezone TMS Nos. 291-13, 291-13-1, 294-6 and a portion of TMS No. 294-21 from R-2 Rural to Basic Industrial (BI).


Mr. Hawkins moved that this be second reading; second by Mr. Summer.  Vote was unanimous.

4.
An Ordinance to amend the official zoning map established pursuant to Zoning Ordinance No. 12-24-01 so as to rezone a portion of TMS No. 401-3 from General Commercial (GC) to R2 Rural.


Mr. Hawkins moved that this be second reading; second by Mr. Summer.  Vote was unanimous.

5.
An Ordinance to amend the official zoning map established pursuant to Zoning Ordinance No. 12-24-01 so as to rezone TMS No. 520-11 from R-2 Rural to Basic Industrial (BI).


Mr. Waldrop moved that this be second reading; second by Mr. Summer.  Vote was unanimous.

6.
An Ordinance to amend the official zoning map established pursuant to Zoning Ordinance No. 12-24-01 so as to rezone TMS No. 520-6 from Single Family Residential (RS-1) to General Commercial (GC).


Mr. Hawkins moved that this be second reading; second by Mr. Summer.  Vote was unanimous.

7.
An Ordinance to amend the official zoning map established pursuant to Zoning Ordinance No. 12-24-01 so as to rezone 33 parcels located in the US Hwy 76 corridor between Prosperity and Newberry so as to conform with the County’s Comprehensive Plan.


Mr. Dawkins advised this ordinance needed to be amended to reflect three changes.  One was a typographical error and two parcels were left out that should be been included.


Mr. Summer moved to amend this ordinance to reflect the changes; second by Mr. Waldrop.


Mr. Hawkins stated he would abstain from voting on this particular item because he owned one of the lots proposed to be rezoned.


Mr. Dawkins stated the property owners had been properly notified of the change.


Mr. Dawkins called for the vote.  Voting for the amendment:  Councilmen Dawkins, Summer, Waldrop and Caldwell.  Councilman Hawkins abstained.


Mr. Dawkins declared the public hearing open.


Carolyn Minick, owner of TMS #399-142, requested that her property remain residential and not be changed to commercial.  


There being no further comments from the public, Mr. Dawkins declared the public hearing closed.


Mr. Summer moved to amend the ordinance to delete TMS #399-142 from the changeover and leave it as residential; second by Mr. Caldwell.  Voting for the amendment:  Councilmen Dawkins, Summer, Waldrop and Caldwell.  Councilman Hawkins abstained.


Mr. Summer moved that this be second reading as amended; second by Mr. Waldrop.  Voting for second reading:  Councilmen Dawkins, Summer, Waldrop and Caldwell.  Councilman Hawkins abstained.

FIRST READING – ORDINANCES

8
An Ordinance to amend the official zoning map established pursuant to Zoning Ordinance No. 12-24-01 so as to rezone TMS 445-53 and TMS 445-17 from General Residential (RG) to General Commercial (GC).


Mr. Summer moved that this be first reading; second by Mr. Hawkins.  Vote was unanimous.

APPOINTMENTS

9.
Airport Commission.


No appointment.

10.
Planning Commission.


No appointments.

11.
Library.


No appointments.

12.
Board of Rescue Squads.


No appointment.


Mr. Waldrop moved to accept as information; second by Mr. Summer.  Vote was unanimous.

OTHER MATTERS

13.
Consideration of acceptance of portion of Peninsula Drive from Frances Hamm, et al.


Mr. Hawkins moved to accept portion of Peninsula Drive in Plantation Pointe into the County Road System; second by Mr. Waldrop.  


Mr. Summer stated he has looked at the road.  The road is paved but is already starting to fall apart.  It is a private road, and he didn’t feel that the county should take on that financial responsibility.  If a new developer came in and developed property and asked the county to take a road in that condition, we wouldn’t accept it.  He felt we shouldn’t accept this road.  


Mr. Dawkins stated this road along with others has gone before the Road Committee and the Road Committee recommends acceptance.  This road has some potholes but is not in deplorable condition.  It does need some work.  We are planning to go before the CTC to ask for assistance on some matching money with the county to do some maintenance on it.  This is a different situation from a private road.  This road was never intended to be the permanent entrance to Plantation Pointe but for whatever reasons the original plan for the entrance coming off of Granny Hill Road, winding by the Country Club and through the golf course was to connect where this parcel now ends.  There are probably close to 300 residents that live down there, who would have to go through Circle H, which is roughly between 2 ½ to 3 miles of winding, small, curvy state road to come in the back side.  


Mr. Hawkins stated we could argue about the merits and compare it to other roads we have or have not taken into the county system but he would vote for it.  If another road that length brings in that many tax dollars, he would vote to take it in, too.  


Mr. Waldrop asked how many houses were on the road.  Mr. Dawkins stated he didn’t know, but it brings in about half a million dollars in taxes.  Mr. Summer stated he didn’t see any houses on this road.  


Mr. Dawkins stated the county has been working on this for years.  It is approximately 2,000 feet of road, and there are no houses.  There is no gain to Mrs. Hamm or her family by giving the road to the county.


Mr. Dawkins stated the part of Peninsula Drive in question connects to Circle H and then joins the part of Peninsula Drive that is already in the county system.  There will be a 66-foot right of way.


There being no further discussion, Mr. Dawkins called for the question.  Voting for the motion:  Councilmen Dawkins, Waldrop and Hawkins.  Voting against the motion:  Councilmen Summer and Caldwell.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

14.
Economic Development Committee – Mike Hawkins, Chairman


No report.

15.
Nursing Home Marketing Advisory Management Committee – Henry B. Summer, Chairman


Mr. Summer stated Charlie Goff has been working with BB&T about refinancing of the loan at Springfield Place.  They will have another meeting Monday, and Mr. Goff is optimistic about getting the interest rate reduced substantially.  If things work out, it could reduce the payments by over $300,000 a year.  Mr. Goff will let us know as things develop.

16.
Personnel Committee – Henry B. Summer, Chairman


Mr. Summer tried to call Dr. Archer to find out status of personnel study, but has not been able to catch up with him.  

17.
Roads Committee – John David Dawkins, Acting Chairman


Mr. Dawkins stated there would be some other roads placed on the agenda to be taken into the county system.  Some of those roads are in the Lake Greenwood area.  He thanked the county for taking in Peninsula Drive.


Mr. Summer moved to accept this as information; second by Mr. Waldrop.  Vote was unanimous.

PUBLIC COMMENTS


Edith Greisser, member of the Newberry Museum Association, requested that Council consider granting $2,000 to the Newberry Museum Association to assist with repairs to the roof.  


Mr. Hawkins moved to accept as information until Council hears from the Accommodations Tax Committee; second by Mr. Waldrop.  Vote was unanimous.

EXECUTIVE SESSION


Mr. Summer moved to go into Executive Session to discuss an economic development matter and a legal matter; second by Mr. Waldrop.  Vote was unanimous.

[EXECUTIVE SESSION 8:05 P.M. – 8:50 P.M.]


Mr. Summer moved to return to regular session; second by Mr. Hawkins.  Vote was unanimous.

18.
Economic Development.

18.1
Legal.


Mr. Dawkins requested a motion to accept surety for construction of the utilities and road of Sweetwater Subdivision located off of State Park Road.  Mr. Waldrop so moved; second by Mr. Summer.  Vote was unanimous.

COMMENTS FROM COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR


No comments.

COMMENTS FROM COUNTY COUNCIL MEMBERS


Mr. Waldrop attended the Soil and Water Conservation Banquet on Tuesday night, and they thanked Council for the support given to them.

FUTURE MEETINGS

19.
Regular Council Meetings:
November 5, 2003, 7:30 p.m.






November 19, 2003, 7:30 p.m.

VOTE FOR ADJOURNMENT


Mr. Waldrop moved for adjournment; second by Mr. Summer.  Vote was unanimous.

ADJOURNMENT


There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:55 P.M.







NEWBERRY COUNTY COUNCIL






BY:
________________________________







John David Dawkins, Chairman







________________________________







Susan C. Fellers, Clerk to Council

APPROVED:   November 5, 2003

