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Newberry County Council

Special Meeting

November 27, 2002 at 7:30 p.m.

The Newberry County Council met on Wednesday, November 27 12, 2002, at 7:30 p.m. for a special called meeting.  

Present:

John E. Caldwell, Chairman 

Darrell W. Gilliam, Sr., Vice-Chairman

William D. Waldrop, Councilman

Henry B. Summer, Councilman

John D. Dawkins, Councilman

Mike Hawkins, Councilman

Gary A. Smoak, County Administrator

Hardwick Stuart, Jr., County Attorney

Susan C. Fellers, Clerk to Council

Absent:

Henry H. Livingston, III, Councilman

Columbus M. Stephens, Assistant County Administrator

No representation from media.

As required by law, notice of the meeting was duly advertised.  


Mr. Caldwell called the meeting to order and stated the purpose of this called meeting was to make some type of disposition as far as the selling of the Shirt Factory Building.    


Mr. Smoak stated Mr. Stuart had rendered an opinion that in order to sell property the county would have to have a public hearing on the sale of the property.  Mr. Stuart recommends that we have a motion to reconsider the ordinance that was on our agenda the first part of the year, for which we never had a third reading.  We have had one, if not two, public hearings already so that would fulfill that requirement.  If that motion passes to reconsider it, then there needs to be a motion to change the methodology of sale from selling to an individual to selling by sealed bid.  Somebody who voted against the motion for third reading would have to make the motion to reconsider.  


Mr. Hawkins stated that having voted on the prevailing side, he moved to reconsider the vote whereby we did not give third reading to that ordinance; second by Mr. Gilliam.  Vote was unanimous.


Mr. Dawkins moved to amend the ordinance on the methodology as far as the sale of the property that Newberry County sell the old Shirt Factory by the method of sealed bids, the minimum bid being $36,000; the bid opening date December 19, 2002 at 2:00 p.m.; it will be advertised in the Newberry Observer, The State and Greenville News and a bid bond of $500; second by Mr. Summer.  


Mr. Caldwell asked for a clear understanding of sealed bid.  Mr. Dawkins stated they will be sealed bids, placed with Newberry County and the bids will be opened on December 19, 2002 at 2:00 p.m.

Mr. Caldwell asked if there was a stipulation where Council reserved the right to refuse all bids.  Mr. Dawkins replied that the minimum bid has to be $36,000.

Mr. Gilliam stated he didn’t see a problem since that is what we have been offered so far.  When you talk about putting up $500, are you saying that everybody that puts in a bid will put up $500?  Mr. Dawkins stated everyone that places a bid would put a bid bond of $500.  The parties that don’t win will receive their $500 back.  

Mr. Smoak stated the party that did win the bid would have that $500 applied toward the purchase price.  

Mr. Summer asked how long to give them to come up with the rest of the money.  Mr. Smoak said closing could be whatever time you want to stipulate.  You could put a maximum of 60 days and then go shorter if everything was ready.  

Mr. Dawkins added 60 days maximum to his motion; Mr. Summer added to his second.  

Mr. Hawkins asked if we were going to stretch it out that far, what was the rush to open the bids on the 19th.  Could we not advertise it for 30 or 45 days?  Would that help us get more bids?  

Mr. Dawkins stated the two people who have made offers to Newberry County as far as purchasing the building both stated they would like to be able to close by December 31, if at all possible.  That may not be possible for anybody that puts in a bid and if so, that gives them 60 days.  

Mr. Smoak stated if you wanted to consider shortening it, you might say closing by January 31.  

Mr. Dawkins amended his motion to have the closing date by January 31; Mr. Summer added to his second.  

Mr. Hawkins asked if the motion passed, would Mr. Smoak start advertising Friday or Monday.  Mr. Smoak stated we wouldn’t be able to do anything until we get back on Monday.  We could possibly get it in the Observer on the 4th, which is Wednesday.  If you are going to take the bids on the 19th, we will try to get it in The State and The Greenville News on the 8th.  

Mr. Caldwell called for the question.  Voting for the motion:  Councilmen Gilliam, Waldrop, Livingston, Dawkins and Hawkins.  Voting against the motion:  Councilman Caldwell.  

Mr. Caldwell stated he was in favor of selling the Shirt Factory, and we had a buyer back in March, and it seems that we have a buyer now.  The statements were that it was too valuable to sell and that we needed to hold on to it and we were going to regret if we had sold it.  

Mr. Dawkins stated as far as selling the building, at the last vote he was the only one that voted against selling and his personal feeling is still against selling that building, but knowing that we are going to sell it, this is a good way to sell it for the benefit of the county.  

Mr. Gilliam agreed and felt it was a terrible mistake, but they wouldn’t allow us to tear it down to get the land and that would be the only reason to keep it.  

Mr. Hawkins stated there has been another step in there since we voted not to sell it.  We decided to demolish it and have the room for parking or whatever other use and the city wouldn’t let us tear it down.  

Mr. Gilliam moved to adjourn; second.  

Mr. Caldwell declared the meeting adjourned.

Mr. Stuart stated we voted to amend, but did we vote to have third reading?  

Mr. Waldrop moved to go back into regular session; second by Mr. Summer.  

Mr. Summer moved that this be third reading; second by Mr. Waldrop.  Vote was unanimous.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m.
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