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NEWBERRY COUNTY COUNCIL

MINUTES

DECEMBER 15, 2004

The Newberry County Council met on Wednesday, December 15, 2004, at 8:30 p.m. for a regular meeting.      


Present were:



John David Dawkins, Chairman



Henry B. Summer, Vice-Chairman



William D. Waldrop, Councilman 



Andy Morris, Councilman


John E. Caldwell, Councilman  


Mike Hawkins, Councilman



Leonard B. Sossamon, Jr., County Administrator



Gary T. Pope, County Attorney



Susan C. Fellers, Clerk to Council
Absent:



Darrell W. Gilliam, Sr., Councilman


Representing the news media were:

Newberry Observer – 
Cindy Pitts


WKDK – 

Heather Hawkins


Whitmire News – 
Cassie Fowler

As required by law, notice of the meeting was duly advertised.

OPENING OF MEETING


Mr. Dawkins called the meeting to order and determined a quorum to be present.  


Mr. Caldwell had the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADOPTION OF CONSENT AGENDA


Mr. Morris moved to adopt the consent agenda; second by Mr. Waldrop.  Vote was unanimous.

ADDITIONS, DELETIONS AND ADOPTION OF AGENDA


Mr. Summer requested the addition of Christmas holiday time off for county employees.  (Agenda Item 11.1)


There being no further additions or deletions to the agenda, Mr. Summer moved to adopt the agenda as amended; second by Mr. Hawkins.  Vote was unanimous.

PERSONAL APPEARANCES

1. Presentation of Newberry County Audit for 2004 – David Enzastiga.

Mr. Enzastiga presented and reviewed the 2004 audit and advised that Newberry County received an unqualified audit this year.  The final audit will be ready in mid January.


There being no comments or questions, Mr. Summer moved to accept the audit as information; second by Mr. Waldrop.  Vote was unanimous.

PUBLIC COMMENTS


No public comments.

THIRD READING ORDINANCES

2. An Ordinance to amend the Newberry County Zoning Ordinance No. 12-24-01 so as to remove temporary use of mobile homes during construction of a permanent residence as a special exception in the R-2, RS-3 and RS-4 zoning districts and add such temporary use of mobile homes as a conditional use in the R-2, RS-3, RS-4 and RG zoning districts.

Mr. Dawkins called for the public hearing.  There being no comments from the public, Mr. Dawkins declared the public hearing closed.


Mr. Morris moved for third reading; second by Mr. Hawkins.  Vote was unanimous.

FIRST READING ORDINANCES

3. An Ordinance amending the Ordinance adopting and enforcing the latest approved editions of the International Building Codes.

Mr. Waldrop moved for first reading; second by Mr. Morris.

Mr. Pope advised Council that one provision in this ordinance allows the County Administrator to enter into agreements with the municipalities to allow our building inspector to conduct their building inspection programs because it is mandated as of January 1.  Instead of Council having to consider each agreement, we put in an omnibus clause that would let the Administrator deal with that since it is an administrative matter.


There being no further discussion, Mr. Dawkins called for the question.  Vote was unanimous.

4. An Ordinance to amend the budget ordinance for the 2004-2005 fiscal year, Ordinance No. 06-22-04, so as to incorporate supplemental revenues and appropriations into the budget for the current fiscal year.

Mr. Waldrop moved for first reading; second by Mr. Morris.  Vote was unanimous.

5. An Ordinance to provide for the issuance and sale of not exceeding Fifteen Million One Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars ($15,150,000) General Obligation Bonds of Newberry County, South Carolina, to prescribe the purposes for which the proceeds shall be expended, to provide for the payment thereof, and other matters relating thereto.

Mr. Morris moved for first reading; second by Mr. Hawkins.  Vote was unanimous.

6. An Ordinance to provide for the issuance and sale of not exceeding Two Million Dollars ($2,000,000) General Obligation Bonds of Newberry County, South Carolina, to prescribe the purposes for which the proceeds shall be expended, to provide for the payment thereof, and other matters relating thereto.
Mr. Hawkins moved for first reading; second by Mr. Morris.  Vote was unanimous.

RESOLUTIONS

7. A Resolution identifying and confirming the additional investment of Kiswire, Inc. as a part of the fee in lieu of taxes lease agreement between the County and Kiswire, Inc. and extending the investment period of such fee in lieu of taxes lease agreement.

Mr. Hawkins moved to adopt Resolution; second by Mr. Morris.  Vote was unanimous.

Mr. David Minick with Kiswire stated they were adding approximately $4,000,000 worth of equipment and number of employees will increase from 83 to 99.  
COMMITTEE REPORTS

8. Committee Reports:

a. Economic Development Committee – Mike Hawkins, Chairman.

b. Nursing Home Advisory Committee – William D. Waldrop, Chairman.

c. Personnel Committee.

d. Roads Committee – Andy Morris, Chairman

No reports
APPOINTMENTS

9. Appointments:

e. Board of Zoning Appeals:
 District 4
Mr. Hawkins nominated for reappointment to the Board of Zoning Appeals Martha Waller.
f. Airport Commission:  District 4
Mr. Hawkins nominated for appointment to the Airport Commission Joe Trainor.


District 5

No nomination.
g. Fairgrounds Commission:

District 4
No nomination.

Mr. Morris moved to accept the nominations; second by Mr. Waldrop.  Vote was unanimous.
ACCEPTANCE OF BIDS

10. Newberry County Library – guttering project:

a. Lloyd Roofing - $36,460

b. Arance Outdoor - $58,466

c. JA Piper - $112,487

Mr. Waldrop moved to accept the low bid from Lloyd Roofing in the amount of $36,460; second by Mr. Morris.
Mr. Hawkins questioned whether we needed to do this work if a new library will be built or renovations made to current library building.  Mr. Dawkins stated the building is flooding, and we have to stop the damage even if the library moves.  The County Administrator will also look into Council adopting a resolution if the library decides to stay in that building, we could get our money out of the one cents sales tax proceeds.  


Mr. Sossamon stated there is a resolution for reimbursement that can be adopted within the next few months so there is a process to go through to make that happen.


There being no further discussion, Mr. Dawkins called for the question.  Vote was unanimous.

OTHER MATTERS

11. Memorandum of Agreement between South Carolina Office of Rural Health and Newberry County for the South Carolina Rural Access to Emergency Devices Program.

Mr. Morris moved to accept the Memorandum of Agreement; second by Mr. Hawkins.  Vote was unanimous.

11.1  Christmas Holidays.


Mr. Summer moved to give county employees Thursday off; second by Mr. Morris.


Mr. Hawkins stated we are going to be off Friday and Monday and if we vote for this motion, we will be closed Thursday, Friday and Monday.  Mr. Hawkins expressed concern that we are here to serve the public and when you close three days in a row, people may have trouble getting services from the county; however, he would vote for the motion.

There being no further discussion, Mr. Dawkins called for the question.  Vote was unanimous.
EXECUTIVE SESSION


Mr. Morris moved to go into Executive Session to discuss a legal matter concerning the 202 landfill; second by Mr. Waldrop.  Vote was unanimous.

[EXECUTIVE SESSION 9:01 P.M. – 10:34 P.M.]


Mr. Waldrop moved to return to regular session; second by Mr. Morris.  Vote was unanimous.

12. Legal matter.

Mr. Sossamon recommended, and County Council agreed, that at this time legal counsel will be advised on the 202 landfill to approach legal counsel for Eagle Construction to see if they are willing to continue discussions and to enter into an agreement for Council’s consideration at the January 5, 2005 meeting.  We also had Mr. Stuart in Executive Session and representatives from B.P. Barber.  B.P. 
Barber is under contract with Newberry County to provide solid waste management services.  

There being no further discussion, Mr. Waldrop moved to authorize the Administrator to proceed; second by Mr. Summer.  Vote was unanimous.

FUTURE MEETINGS

13. Oaths of office for Councilmen Summer, Dawkins, Hawkins, and Baker – January 5, 2005, 7:00 p.m.

14. Council Meetings:
January 5, 2005, 7:30 p.m.

January 19, 2005, 7:30 p.m.


Mr. Dawkins reminded Council of On the Move with Margaret on Monday, December 20, at 9:30 a.m.

COMMENTS FROM COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR


Mr. Sossamon expressed appreciation to Council and the staff during the past year.  One of the goals Council indicated was that at some time in the not too distant future, we get an unqualified annual audit, and we have achieved that.  


Earlier this year Mr. Sossamon was advised by Council that the Department of Veterans Affairs in Washington, D.C. was looking for a site for a veteran’s cemetery.  We have had several visitations from the VA in Washington, and we have received a letter to Edgar Baker from J.W. Nicholson of the Department of Veterans Affairs, which indicates that even though we haven’t been 100% successful on this venture, we now have it in writing that the Town of Whitmire is amongst the final three for consideration for the cemetery.  

COMMENTS FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS


No comments from Council.

VOTE FOR ADJOURNMENT


Mr. Morris moved to adjourn; second by Mr. Summer.  Vote was unanimous.
ADJOURNMENT


There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 10:39 p.m.






NEWBERRY COUNTY COUNCIL






______________________________________






John David Dawkins, Chairman






______________________________________






Susan C. Fellers, Clerk to Council

