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 Baseball Frequently Asked Questions 

Newberry County Parks & Recreation Department in partnership  
with Newberry County Family YMCA and the Town of Prosperity 

 

Q. What is the objective of the baseball program? 

A. To provide a safe, FUN, educational baseball experience for the players and their families as well as to 

provide instruction and to inspire teamwork, sportsmanship and community awareness. 
 

Q. Where and when are practices and games held? 

A. Most practices and games are held on fields in Prosperity. Some practices may be held behind the Newberry 

County Family YMCA (younger divisions) or in Little Mountain. Field space/availability is always subject to 
change. Practices and games are typically either Monday, Wednesday, and/or Saturday OR Tuesday, Thursday, 
and/or Saturday. Saturday games are typically completed by 2:00 PM and every effort is made to ensure 
weekday events do not interfere with schedules in relation to school. 
 

Q. How will information be communicated to us? 

A. Staff and coaches primarily communicate via text messages to expedite getting information out to all 

involved. However, information may also be communicated via phone call. It is important that you provide a 
working number and are responsive.  
 

Q. How are teams selected?  

A. Younger division teams are randomly selected. An effort is made to ensure each team has an even number 

within each age bracket. Older division teams (Minors and Ozone) are selected using a draft format (player 
evaluation and selection by coaches).  A returning player will be placed on the same team as the year prior 
unless they are moving to a new division or the number of teams changes.  
 

Q. What does the registration fee cover? 

A. The registration fee covers the player’s uniform (hat, jersey, belt, and socks). Pants are purchased for 

Minors and Ozone players so they all match, but fundraisers are held to offset the cost. Players must supply 
their own helmet and glove. Recommend the helmet have a face mask, but not required. Players are welcome 
to supply their own bat, but rules do apply in each age division and must be followed. Cleats are strongly 
encouraged (especially in the Minors and Ozone divisions), but not required. Cleats must be plastic; no metal 
spikes allowed. 
 

Q. Can my child play at an older age level? 

A. Typically this is discouraged as it affects player development; however, if you would like your player to 

move up, a request must be made directly to the Director of Parks and Recreation for Newberry County (Phone: 
803-924-8328 or E-mail: recreation@newberrycounty.net) for approval. 
 

Q. What if my child needs to miss a practice/game? 

A. Advanced communication when possible is always encouraged. Typically, there is no impact or penalty to 

missing a practice or game; however, if it becomes habitual it may impact playing time during games. Again, 
communication is important. Attendance at practices becomes more important to earning playing time in the 
older divisions. 
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Q. How are parents/guardians notified of practice/game cancellations? 

A. Newberry County Parks & Recreation staff make the determination as to whether practices/games will be 

cancelled due to weather, field conditions, safety or health related circumstances and will communicate this 
information to coaches. Cancellations are made as far in advance as possible, but there may be times in which 
cancellations are not made until a practice/game begins. The goal is to make a determination at least one hour 
prior to practice/game start time. Once rosters have been set, coaches will communicate the information 
regarding cancellations to parents/guardians.  
 

Q. The purchase of a bat is not required, but how do I know what bat to purchase if I so choose? 

A. A bat can be an expensive purchase, so it is important to ensure it is the correct bat for your player’s 

division. We strongly suggest attending a practice or two prior to purchasing a bat, especially in the younger 
divisions. Important information about the youth baseball bat standards can be found at: https://www.anthem-
sports.com/bat-rules. Minors and Ozone rules follow that of Dixie Youth Baseball® and are pasted below from 
the rule book (which can also be found at: http://youth.dixie.org/). Purchasing a bat can be a potentially 
confusing task even for those who have baseball experience, so please do not hesitate to contact us if you have 
questions. A complete list of approved bats can be found at: https://usabat.com/. 
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